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@ July 1982 /nside Wrestling—‘“Twenty 
Minutes That Shook Wrestling: Hulk 
Hogan Takes The AWA Belt!’ . 
@ July 1983 Inside Wrestling—‘‘Ventura 
And Patera Awaken A Sleeping Giant: 

Hulk Hogan On A Rampage!” 

@ January 1984 The Wrestler—“‘Is Hulk 

Hogan Afraid To Be Champion?” 

@ April 1985 Inside Wrestling—‘‘How 
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Topples Andre At WrestleMania Ill!” 

® May 1988 Sports Review Wrestling— 
“Special Section: The Andre-Hogan 
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“ve Been In A Dreamworld And Andre 
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“Press Conference” with Hulk Hogan 
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SNEAK-ATTACK STINKS 

After watching The Ultimate War- 
rior defeat The Honky Tonk Man for 
the WWF Intercontinental title, | was 
upset that Honky Tonk lost the belt. | 
thought that Honky Tonk would try to 
regain the title immediately, but in- 
stead he would rather sneak-attack 
Warrior from behind. 

The situation I’m talking about is 
when the Warrior was being inter- 
viewed by Craig DeGeorge. Jimmy 
Hart came out and distracted him, 
then, out of nowhere, Honky Tonk 
came out and hit the Warrior from 
behind with his guitar. 

The Warrior, not even dazed from 
the first hit, got up—but Honky Tonk 
was waiting and clocked him on his 
head and knocked him out. | thought 
Honky Tonk was a great champion 
when he had beaten Pedro Morales’ 
longest title reign, but Honky Tonk is 
just a cheater and a sore loser. You 
don’t win your title back by sneak- 
attacking, you have to win it back in 
the ring! 

PATRICK HELLER 
Chevy Chase, MD 


THE BRODY TRAGEDY 

| have never written a letter to a 
wrestling magazine before, but when 
| saw your November 1988 issue and 
read what happened to Bruiser Brody 


Box 48 


Send Letters To: 
YOUR LETTERS 


Reckville Centre, NY 11571 


Bruiser Brody whips Lex Luger across the ring. Brody’s death was a shock to fans like Paul 


Marquette, who was fortunate enough to have seen Brody wrestle in person. 


(“The Wild Life And Tragic Death Of 
Bruiser Brody”), | couldn’t help but 
write this letter. 

What a tragic loss to professional 
wrestling! | think Bruiser Brody was 
one of the best wrestlers in the world. 
He had faced all the best competition 
the sport could offer. 

| always wished for a chance to 
see him wrestle in person, but 
thought it would never happen. But 
my wish came true last May when 
Brody came to town to meet Abdul- 


lah the Butcher on a card in Warren, 
Ohio. I’m sorry to say that Abdullah 
didn’t make the card, so Brody went 
on to meet The Black Spoiler. Even 
though the Spoiler never had a 
chance against Brody, it was still a 
treat to see Brody in person. 
Bruiser Brody will not only be sore- 
ly missed by me and my friends, but 
by wrestling fans all over the world. 
He was truly one of the best. 
PAUL MARQUETTE 
Girard, OH 
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Bobby Heenan, Virgil, Ted DiBiase, and Andre the Giant may seem like a chummy bunch, 
but they don’t entirely trust one another. Robert Huse predicts that by WrestleMania V, 


Heenan will be feuding with DiBiase. 


SCANDAL SURPRISE 

| am responding to one-half of the 
November 1988 cover story, ‘“Scan- 
dal! The ‘Friends’ Who Plot To Stop 
Ted DiBiase!” | must say that | was 
surprised, 

Up until now, | thought that DiBi- 
ase was the mastermind of all this 
controversy, and Virgil, Andre the Gi- 
ant, and Bobby “The Weasel” 
Heenan were putty in his hands. Now 
it appears that Heenan has all the 
cards in his favor. He has Andre 
back, Virgil as a secret ally, and Ted 
DiBiase at his mercy. | predict that at 
either Survivor Series Il or Wrestle- 
Mania V, Heenan and company will 
dump DiBiase and leave him for 
dead. 

Virgil would benefit from being with 
Heenan. He’d be more of a wrestler 
and less of a slave. Heenan would 
make Virgil a wrestling machine and 
free him of his dependance for “The 
Million-Dollar Mouse.” 

ROBERT HUSE 
Randolph Center, VT 


TAYLOR’S WWF SHUFFLE 

| have something I’d like to say 
about Terry Taylor’s move to the 
WWF: it was the dumbest thing he 


Brother Love interviews Hacksaw Duggan 


at SummerSlam 88. The WWF's resident 


WWF before you get lost in the 
shuffle! 

JASON WOOD 

Tillson, NY 


LOVE FOR LOVE 

Friends, I’d like to apologize for the 
letter that L.T. Mohr wrote in the No- 
vember 1988 issue of The Wrestler 
(“I Hate Love’). He obviously needs 
to learn to love. 

There is absolutely nothing wrong 
with Brother Love taking a few min- 
utes out of an hour to spread his 
message of love. I’d like to thank 
brother “‘Million-Dollar Man” Ted Di- 
Biase for sponsoring his weekly 
segment. 

| also think it’s all right for Brother 
Honky Tonk Man to combine his two 
loves, wrestling and singing. 

Finally, let me say that your “Road 


Warrior wanna-be’s’”—Demolition— 
are the WWF World tag team 
champions. 


televangelist turns off a lot of people—but not Chris Shepherd, who writes that Brother 
Love could teach us all to love each other more. 


ever did. 

As | write this, Taylor’s been in the 
WWF for approximately two months. 
In that time he’s only been on three 
WWF TV shows. He’s only gotten 
crummy competition like Omar Atlas 
and Brian Costello. They aren’t my 
idea of worthy opponents. 

If you happen to be reading this, 
Taylor, | want you to think about what 


I'm saying. You’d better leave the. 


So, brother L.T., learn to love a 
little more. And remember: | love you. 
CHRIS SHEPHERD 

Deptford, NJ 


ULTIMATE OUTLAWS 
The ultimate tag team in the, 
NWA’s history, The Outlaws, should 
be commended on the recent re- 

union of their partnership. 
(Continued on page 44) 
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By BILL APTER 


WA WORLD TAG team 
champions The Midnight Ex- 
press will face the stiffest test of 
their brief title reign when they 
wrestle The Road Warriors on No- 
vember 23 at The Baltimore Arena. 
“Bobby Eaton and Stan Lane 
have about a month to live,” Road 
Warrior Hawk boasted after the 
match was signed. “They've been 
avoiding us for too long, but they 
can’t avoid their death. We'll wrap 
those belts around their scrawny 
throats ‘til the straps are covered 
with blood, then we’ll wrap them 
around our waists.” 

Jim Cornette, manager of the 
Midnights, has other ideas. 

“Hawk and Animal are pretty 
big, but they’re also pretty stupid,” 
Cornette said. “They'd better real- 
ize that ‘Beautiful’ Bobby Eaton and 
‘Sweet’ Stan Lane are not only the 
best tag team in the world, but the 
smartest, too. If they have any 
plans to beat The Midnight Ex- 
press, they’d better get a new 
manager.” 

Paul Ellering, manager of The 
Road Warriors, refused to respond 
to Comette’s charges. The War- 
nors were also scheduled to wres- 
tle the Midnights on October 14 in 


Road Warrior Hawk presses Bobby Eaton. 
The Warriors are hot after The Midnight Ex- 
press’ NWA World tag team title. 


Richmond, Virginia. 

The November 23 card will be 
part of an entire week of NWA 
events called “Battlestar ’88: The 
Road To Starrcade.” Battlestar ’88 
will continue with cards in Atlanta 
on Thanksgiving night; Charlotte, 
North Carolina, on November 25; 
Greensboro, North Carolina, on 
November 26; and will conclude 
on November 27 with an afternoon 
card in Norfolk, Virginia, and an 
evening show in _ Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Starrcade, traditionally held on 
Thanksgiving night, has been 
moved to December 26 this year. 
The card from Norfolk will be 
available on television on a pay- 
per-view basis. No matches had 
been signed at press time. 

This has certainly been a happy 
time for Nikita Koloff. First, “The 
Russian Nightmare” reunited with 
his uncle Ivan Koloff. But the big 
news is that on September 20, 
wedding bells rang for Nikita and 
his bride Mandy. Our congratula- 
tions to them both ... The Nation- 
al Wrestling Federation title, previ- 
ously held by D.C. Drake, has been 
held up. Officials are trying to de- 

(Continued on page 48) 
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GT. SLAUGHTER 
is back ... back in 
the hospital, that is. 

Fortunately, though, 
he won’t be there for 
long. Just days after his 
long-awaited return to 
the AWA, Slaughter 
was brutally attacked by 
Col. DeBeers, the 
South African madman 
who made life miser- 
able for Jimmy Snuka 
in 1986. Ironically, it 
was Snuka who should 
have been in Slaugh- 
ters place, but the 
“Superfly” had prior 
commitments in Japan. 

This was supposed 
to be a happy story. | 
had accompanied Se- 
nior Editor Bill Apter to 
Memphis in anticipation of 
Slaughter’s return. | have always 
believed that it was one of the 
pities of the sport that Slaughter 
has had to spend so much time 
wrestling for the independents. 
Sure, those lesser-known promo- 
tions are an important part of the 
game, but millions of fans have 
been denied the chance to see 
their Marine hero in action. Now 
the AWA, in association with 
World Class and the 
CWA, was giving those 
fans that chance. 

On the card | attend- 
ed, which was an 
ESPN television taping, 
Slaughter teamed with | 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press to face DeBeers, 
Soldat Ustinov, and 
Teijho Khan. Despite 
his customary  loud- 
mouthed bantering, 
DeBeers was reluctant 
to get in the ring when- 
ever Slaughter tagged 
in. So reluctant, in fact, 
that halfway through the 
match he took a hike 
back to the dressing 


room. Without a third Col. DeBeers piledrives Sgt. Slaughter on the arena floor after attacking 
Ustinov and_ him from behind as he was being interviewed. 


partner, 
10 


LOSE 
boli ak WW 


BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


Khan didn’t stand a_ chance; 
Slaughter easily pinned Khan, 

As AWA announcer Lee Mar- 
shall prepared to interview the 
winners, Ustinov and Khan chal- 
lenged Rick Morton and Robert 
Gibson to come back into the 
ring. Eager to shut the rulebreak- 
ers up, the Rock ’n’ Rolls jumped 
in. 

It was a trap. In all the commo- 
tion, DeBeers reappeared at 


ringside and whacked 
Slaughter from behind 
with his riding crop. He 
then rammed Sarge’s 
head into the ringpost 
and piledrived him on 
the cement floor. By the 
time Morton and Gib- 
son realized what was 
going on, their friend 


was out cold. 
Slaughter is all right 
now; his psyche is 


more bruised than his 
body. He was exam- 
ined at a local hospital 
and released a few 
hours later. The biggest 
thing weighing on his 
mind is not a bump, but 
a bum: Col. DeBeers. 

“Let me tell you 
something about that 
scum DeBeers,” Slaughter said. 
“He doesn’t deserve to live. No- 
body can call himself a man if he 
chooses to attack me from be- 
hind. Even some of my fiercest 
enemies have had the guts to 
fight me face to face. DeBeers 
wouldn’t know guts if they spilled 
out of his stomach. He may be a 
colonel in the South African army, 
but he wouldn’t make it through 
boot camp in the United States 
Marines!” 

Given the opportunity 
to respond to Slaugh- 
ter’s charges, DeBeers 
resorted to his usual 
racist mouthings. “Sgft.. 
Slaughter is indicative 
of the lack of fighting 
spirit among the Ameri- 
can people. Remember 
that goon, Scott Hall? 
Where is he now, 
scooping ice cream at 
Baskin Robbins? Or 
perhaps he’s a street 
sweeper in Harlem, 
which is where he be- 
longs, among the trash 
of your once-great soci- 
ety. That is my mission 
in the United States, to 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Sleep on Badstreet in this 
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Great for the car! 9.95 


* 49. JOIN FREEBIRD MICHAEL 
HAYES OFFICIAL FAN CLUB! 


Get Autographed Color Photo of 
Michael, Stickers, Badstreet and 


Hayes Buttons, 4 Newsletters, Real 
Freebird Story, Official Membership / 
Card, Contests and more! 46 95 


e 20. BADSTREETU.SA. “SATIN” 
WORLD TOUR JACKET! 


Jet Black Satin Touring Jacket with 
Blood-Red Badstree! Logo as worn 


by the Fab. Freebirds. “World Tour 
88-89 on Back 


Limited Edition! 69.95 Se eS Se ee ae eo 4 


GRAND THEFT 
PRODUCTIONS 
P.O. BOX 154169 
IRVING, TX 75045 


ROFESSIONAL WRESTLING HAS long been considered remarkably free of dis- 

crimination. This is a sport where, for the most part, equal opportunities abound, 
where anyone of any gender or national origin can rise to the top on the basis of his abil- 
ity alone. 

Things aren’t perfect, though. One glaring prejudice is the way the major American 
wrestling federations ignore the junior heavyweights. For some reason, most federation 
officials seem to think the lighter weight division won't draw paying customers because 
most of these competitiors weigh less than 220 pounds. It’s a logic that perplexes fans 
and wrestlers alike. 

Because of this unwarranted bias, the 
public has been deprived of the pleasure of 
seeing top light heavyweights such as Steve 
Regal, Mando Guerrero, Bruce Hart, The 
Cheetah Kid, Jeff Jarrett, and Hiro Hase 
taking on other fine competitors in their 
weight class. Imagine seeing all of these 
talented men in a tournament, vying for a 
unified world junior heavyweight 
championship. 

Forget it. 

It isn’t going to happen. 

In fact, the NWA, WWF, and AWA al/ 
used to sanction light or junior heavyweight 
titles, but all three federations seem to 
have forgotten these championships ever 1 ee pes 
existed! At least World Class knows when it a i CO ik 
has an asset. Eric Embry, the flamboyant World Class junior heavyweight champion, re- 
alizes he’s in one of the best situations of his career—particularly for a 225-pound 
wrestler in a sport filled with massive maulers. 

“I've been in other areas where they only give 275-pounders the main events and 
featured matches,’’ said Embry, who has managed to keep his title despite stern chal- 
lenges from top contenders like Steven Casey and Shaun Simpson. ‘‘That’s why I’m 
glad to be here. People like me are usually either ignored, or matched against larger 
men we don’t have a prayer of beating. The lighter wrestlers need to be able to compete 
with other men in their own weight category. In Japan, wrestlers don’t have that 
problem.”’ 

Indeed, the major Japanese wrestling federations hold their light heavyweight titles 
in equal esteem with their other championships. All-Japan junior champion Masanobu 
Fuchi and IWGP junior titlist Shiro Koshinaka are vastly popular with both fans and pro- 
moters because of their wealth of awe-inspiring skills. 

“| recently had an opportunity to wrestle for a major American federation,’’ said 
Fuchi through an interpreter, ‘‘but | found out that the promoters wanted to match me 
with competitors who outweighed me by as much as 125 pounds. | declined the offer. 
| do not want to wrestle in the U.S. just to shame myself.’’ 

The worst offender in ignoring light heavyweights has to be the WWF. Former AWA 
junior champion Buck Zumhofe, Lanny Poffo, Scott Casey, Koko B. Ware, Sam Hous- 
ton, Danny Davis, The Blue Blazer, Brady Boone, and Barry Horowitz have all compet- 
ed in the federation over the past few months, but WWF promoters insist on feeding the 
public obvious mismatches like Ware vs. Big Bossman and Poffo vs. One Man Gang. 
It’s a criminal waste of talent. 

When will the light heavyweights get their deserved status as equals to their larger 
counterparts? It won’t be soon, unless promoters suddenly see all the exciting match- 
ups that exist right under their noses. 

In the meantime, watch for Dino Bravo vs. Hacksaw Duggan, coming soon toa 
heavyweight arena near you.) 


SPECIAL GIFT OFFER 


During this holiday season, 
we are offering two great ways to save you money—and make your friends or 
relatives (or yourself!) very happy! 
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Option 1: Order one subscription to INSIDE WRESTLING at the regular low price of $17. Order a second sub- 
scription for $12—a savings of FIVE DOLLARS! 


Option 2: Order one subscription for yourself at our regular low price, then extend your subscription a second year 
at the FIVE DOLLAR discount. You'll receive 24 issues of INSIDE WRESTLING! 


[Note to current subscribers: You can take advantage of this offer, too. 
If you want to extend your current subscriptions, just indicate so on the coupon.] 


Attractive gift notices will be sent by us to the recipient(s) 
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Thumbs U 


Each issue, Te iu Praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of wrestling. The pracenorthy 


receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs Down. Here is this month’s roll of honor and shame. z 


Thumbs Up to Jimmy Snuka. Far, far away, across the Pacific Ocean in the city 
of Chiba, Japan, fans are wildly cheering Jimmy ‘‘Superfly” Snuka for saving 
All-Japan International champion Jumbo Tsuruta from the evil and dangerous 
Abdullah the Butcher. Abdullah was sadistically slicing Tsuruta apart with a 
foreign object when Tiger Mask ran in to help. Snuka then stormed the ring and 
helped Tiger Mask gang up on Abdullah, saving Tsuruta from a life-threatening 
situation. 


Thumbs Up to Sting. Speaking of Japan, kudos go to Sting for signing on to a 
three-week tour of the island nation. At press time, the number-two contender to 
Ric Flair’s NWA World title was scheduled to tour Japan in late December or 
early January. Sting couldn’t have made a better move. By going to Japan, he’ll 
become a more well-rounded wrestler. Earlier in his career, Flair made several 
trips to Japan; the effects are obvious. Japanese wrestling isn’t better, but it is 
different. We can’t wait to see how it affects “The Stinger.” 


Thumbs Up to Jimmy Hart. A conditional “Thumbs Up,’’ that is. We give up 
hoping that Hart will stop concentrating on the destruction of The Hart Founda- 
tion and spend his time working with his new team, The Rougeaus. “The Mouth 
of the South” is undoubtedly one of the finest managers in the sport. Over the 
past two years, he has managed the WWF Intercontinental and World tag team 
champions, and even the Harts would most likely admit that they wouldn’t have 
won the belts without him. In order to succeed, the Rougeaus require the 
direction that Hart can provide. Let’s see what happens. 


Thumbs Up to Rick Morton. Hot dogs and mustard, bacon and eggs, ham and 
cheese, Rick Morton and Robert Gibson. Some things just go naturally togeth- 
er—especially The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. It looked like Morton and Gibson had 
split up for good in August, but they reunited on September 18 in Nashville, 
Tennessee, at a combined AWA/World Class/CWA card. Now it looks like 
they’ll stay together. The Rock ’n’ Rolls are scheduled for a tour of Japan and 
plan to go after the AWA World tag belts. After nearly a year of turmoil, 
Gibson and Morton are ready to settle down. That’s certainly good for wrestling! 
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Thumbs Down® 


Thumbs Down to Bobby Heenan. For shame, ‘Brain’! Your unconscionable 
attempt to sell Hercules Hernandez as a slave to Ted DiBiase takes wrestling back 
to the pre-Civil War era, when men were treated like chattel. Well, as Hercules is 
about to let you know, people can’t be bought and sold. How dare you try to 
sell Hernandez to Ted DiBiase! Hernandez took you on as his manager, he didn’t 
give you title and deed to his soul. As for DiBiase, well, we all know about ‘‘The 
Million-Dollar Man.” His reputation for buying and selling people is a black 
mark on pro wrestling. 


Thumbs Down to Jerry Lawler. Thanks, ‘King’! Thanks for making us look 
like a bunch of idiots! Last month we gave you a “Thumbs Up”’ for returning 
the World Class championship belt to Kerry Von Erich when you realized that 
your pinfall victory was illegal. Well, it looks like we spoke too soon. Since then, 
you slugged Kerry before a match with a loaded black glove, and you threw fire 
at your former friend Buddy Landell. You’re no longer ‘King’? of anything. 
You’ve embarrassed us all. 


Thumbs Down to Col. DeBeers. Boy, does this guy have a chip on his shoulder! 
If a person isn’t white and South African, DeBeers will find a reason to hate 
him. Now Sgt. Slaughter, the all-American flag-waving fan favorite, has taken . 
Jimmy Snuka’s place on DeBeers’ hit list. DeBeers recently attacked Slaughter 
twice in one night, including a piledriver on the concrete floor! Slaughter was 
taken away on a stretcher with a possible concussion, the helpless victim of a 
cowardly blindside assault. DeBeers seems to have one goal: maiming his ene- 
mies. For this he should be eternally condemned! 


Thumbs Down to J.J. Dillon. While we try to avoid condemning a man to our 
roll call of shame for two consecutive months, the recent turn of events in the 
NWA gave us little choice. Who is to blame for Tully Blanchard and Am 
Anderson leaving the NWA for the WWF? And who was to blame when Ole 
Anderson and Lex Luger left The Four Horsemen? The answer is obvious: J.J. 
Dillon. Over the past two years, Dillon, the manager of the Horsemen, has 
displayed a complete inability to keep this unit together. Very simply: if he takes 
credit for their successes, he must take blame for their failures. O 


15 


Landover, 
dent—Randy Meek): The Capital 
Centre shook as WWF champion 
Randy Savage entered the ring to 
defend his title against “The 
Eighth Wonder of the World,”’ An- 
dre the Giant. Bobby Heenan ac- 
companied Andre to ringside, but 
was sent back to the dressing 
room by referee Joey Morella 
when he kept chasing Elizabeth. 

When the ring action started, 
Andre clearly dominated Savage. 
Indeed, many fans must have 
thought Andre would capture the 
championship this night. Andre 
used chokes and punches to 
wear Savage down, then trapped 
him in the corner and sat on him; 
the fans groaned loudly. 

After trying unsuccessfully to 
slam Andre, Savage rallied and 
soon delivered his __ flying 
elbowdrop from the top rope. 
’ When the ‘Macho Man” went for 
the pin, Andre easily threw him 
off. But Andre was still stunned 
from the elbowdrop, which en- 
abled Savage to knock him out of 
the ring with an elbowsmash. 
Savage followed Andre out, but 
got back in the ring at the count 
of six. 

Then Andre grabbed Elizabeth, 
forcing Savage to leave the ring 
again. This time, both Savage 
and Andre were counted out. An- 
dre left the ring with the belt, but 


MD (Correspon- 


Andre the Giant blasts WWF World champi- 
on Randy Savage. They squared off recent- 
ly at-Maryland’s Capital Centre. 


Savage was still the champion. 

In other bouts: The Ultimate 
Warrior defeated The Honky Tonk 
Man by DQ ... The Powers of 
Pain beat The Bolsheviks ... The 
Rougeaus beat The Hart Founda- 
tion .. . Tito Santana wrestled to a 
draw against King Haku ... Big 
Bossman defeated Sam Houston 
... Terry Taylor defeated D.J. Pe- 
terson ... Curt Hennig pinned 
Lanny Poffo. 


Oakland, CA _  (Correspon- 
dent—Jason Breshears): Nikita 
Koloff faced Al Perez in a Russian 
chain match that was packed with 
all-out action. Koloff had control of 
the match at the start until Perez 
attacked his ribs. Koloff recovered 
and dragged Perez around to 
three turnbuckles, until Perez 
broke Koloffs stride by attacking 
him from the mat. From that point 
on it was a seesaw battle, with 
both men tagging three of the 
turnbuckles, but failing to reach 
the fourth. 

At the end, Koloff was about to 
tag the fourth and final turnbuckle 
when Gary Hart interfered and 
Perez threw Koloff into the refer- 
ee. Perez then grabbed Koloff 
and dragged him to three turn- 
buckles; Hart dragged Nikita to 
the fourth. 

The referee didn’t allow the vic- 
tory, though. Nikita clotheslined 
Perez, dragged him to all four 
turnbuckles, and won the match. 
But Koloff left the arena that night 
in pain, because Perez and Hart 
worked him over and threw him 
over the top rope after the match 
was through. 

In other bouts: Dick Murdoch 
and Ronnie Garvin battled to a 
time-limit draw . Jim Garvin 
pinned Kevin Sullivan ... Steve 
Williams wrestled Mike Rotundo 

(Continued on page 62) 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD FANS! 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially 
credited with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of 
seeing your name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve 
the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 


Send your reports to: 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, c/o THE WRESTLER, BOX 48, ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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BACK ISSUES OFC yyy 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 


November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich. 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 


r 
| THE WRESTLER 


January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorif,Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 

May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 


JANUARY 1985 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 


Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 


February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff, 


March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, * 


Warriors, Martel, Rude. e  ., 


ED ETWEEN 
MAKITA KOLOFF ANT MAGHUM T, A. 


~ 
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April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

puget 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer, 


OCTOBER 1986 


October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 


December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 
T.V. SPORTS 


delay—order today! 


January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include; Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cormette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
lofts, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
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wrestles with an amazing amount 


Q: ‘‘I’d like to ask Jim Cornette how 
he feels now that The Midnight of fury. Why he wastes his time 
Express has run Tully Blanchard with Muraco is incomprehensible 
and Am Anderson out of the to anybody but him. When he’s 
NWA and ‘taken their World ti- ready, I'm sure the matchmakers 
tle.”—Andrew Murray, New York will entertain Valentine’s plans to 
A: “Well, let me tell you, Andy,” wrestle for the I-C title. Until then, 


Cornette exclaimed, “I’m happier 
than a calf with a full udder. I 
want you to know, I want every- 
one to know, how proud I am of 


he’s stagnating.’’ 
KK 


: “T’ve been a fan of Steve Regal for 


years, and my question is for him. 
Although you’ve been successful 


‘Beautiful? Bobby Eaton and 
‘Sweet’ Stan Lane and their im- everywhere you’ve gone, Steve, 
pressive _belt-stripping _victory. This is the mont! ly feat t Where would you say you’ve en- 


Those boys make me feel just like 
the mastermind I am. I caught a 
lot of criticism from everyone 
when I challenged The Four 
Horsemen. Everyone said, ‘Oh, 
Jimmy. Look out. You might get 
hurt. Ooooh, can we help you? 
You sure you’re doing the right 
thing? Huh, Jimmy? You be care- 
ful now ...’ Well, those people 
can kiss my racket for all I care! I 
guess we showed those sissy boys 
now, didn’t we? My, my, it feels 


so good!”’ 
kK 


: “I would like to know Stu Saks’ 


opinion on this vital question: 
What do you think is next for 
Greg Valentine now that Valen- 
tine’s rival, The Ultimate Warrior, 
has won the Intercontinental 
belt?””—Robert Huse, Randolph 
Center, VT 


: “Valentine is in a tough position in 


his career,’ Saks said. “Once an 
extremely gifted wrestler, he has 
not aged well. He’s a step or two 
slower than his prime, and he 
doesn’t have the strength he once 


answers ALL your most important 
questions about the mat sport, the 


_ Stars, and the feuds. Send us your — 


most perplexing queries and we'll 
have them answered for you by the 
world’s finest grapplers and most 
insightful mat reporters. Address 


your questions to: YOU ASKED US, 


clo THE WRESTLER, P.O. Box 48, 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


joyed the most success?’’—Todd 
Hill, Hillsboro, OR 


: “Well, thanks for the kind words, 


Todd,” answered Regal. “I have 
to say that my current situation is 
by far the best. That’s not putting 
down some of the other federations 


commanded. Also, he’s so bogged 
down in a feud with Don Muraco 


Windy City Wrestling champion Steve Regal 
always keeps close tabs on Paul E. Danger- 
ously and his men. 
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that he is almost completely ig- 
nored by the WWF matchmakers. 
It’s these matchmakers who could 
help put Valentine in line for a title 
shot. I have every reason to believe 
a series of matches with new Inter- 
continental champ Ultimate War- 
rior could be both exciting and 
profitable for Valentine, but as yet 
he has shown no interest. That sur- 
prises me, because Valentine still 


Greg Valentine hammers Don Muraco. Odd- 
ly enough, Valentine does not seem to be 
interested in going after The Ultimate War- 
rior’s Intercontinental title. 


I've wrestled with, but right now 
I'm champion of Windy City 
Wrestling, and I’ve had the oppor- 
tunity to wrestle against some of 
the biggest names in the business. 
And I’m séill champion. Eddie Gil- 
bert’s blown into this town with his 
sadistic friends like Paul E. Dan- 
gerously and Col. DeBeers, but 


(Continued on page 63) 
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November 1980/Stories include: 
, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 
April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammantino Jr., Race, McGraw. 
May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Foon DiBiase, Race. 
March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 
April 1983/Stories rare Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich 
May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sul ivan, Steamboat. 
June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 
July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 
August 1983/Siories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 


Martel, Wrestling II. 
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| INSIDE WRESTLING 


BACK ISSUES 0; ae 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.” Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes, 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillion. 

December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Siories include: Fiair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windharn. 


AUGUST 1984 


May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 
June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 


August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A.., Idol, 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Bill 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 


December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include; Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich 
Fe 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include; Backiund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include; Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors, 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 

November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 

boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 

December 1985/Stories include: San- 

tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 

January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 

boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 

February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 

Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 

March 1986/Stories include: Windham 

& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 

ll 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 

Ri . Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 

age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 

June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 

Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 

July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 

Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 

August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 

Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 

September 1986/Stories include: 

Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 

October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 

gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 

November 1986/Stories include: War- 

riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 

December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 

gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 


Spoiler. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include; Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include; Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr, T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 

1 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include; Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
or coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cormette. 

October 1988/Siories include: 

M rs vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, er. 

November 1988/Stories include: Kerry 
vs. Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
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‘DUSTIN RHODES | 


¢ 6 FT’S ABSOLUTELY amazing,” 

says veteran wrestling journalist 
Matt Brock. ‘“‘It’s like 1970 all over 
again! He’s got the same moves, the 
same charisma, and the same talent as 
his father! Incredible!” 

It takes quite a talent to make the 
acerbic Brock speak in such glowing 
terms. But in the case of 22-year-old 
Dustin Rhodes, son of three-time for- 
mer NWA World champion Dusty 
Rhodes, it’s easy to see why Brock was 
impressed. Since making his profes- 
sional debut in September, Dustin has 
wasted no time in letting the world 
know his intentions. 

“Tm just keepin’ the American 
dream alive!’’ laughed Dustin, who 
stands 6’5’”’ and weighs 254 pounds. “‘I 
know there’s a big curiosity factor 
about me right now, because every- 
body wants to see if I look and wrestle 
like my father. Well, I do—but I’m 
determined to stand on my own two 
feet.”’ 

The elder Rhodes has been instru- 
mental in helping Dustin do just that. 
A multi-sport standout during his high 
school years, Dustin often expressed 
his desire to become a_ professional 
wrestler. Dusty, however, was deter- 
mined not to let his offspring get start- 
ed too: early. 

“T don’t want Dustin to make the 
same mistakes I did,’’ Dusty explained 
after his son’s debut. ‘‘Just ’cause his 

(Continued on page 58) 


Photos by Duane Long 


Dustin Rhodes bears a striking resemblance to his famous father, “The American Dream” 
Dusty Rhodes. Dustin, who wrestles in a similar style to Dusty, is starting his career in 
Florida, where his father achieved great fame. 


“The American Dream” has only just begun! Dustin Rhodes, 
the son of legendary superstar Dusty Rhodes, has made his 
professional debut! And Dustin is determined to carry out 
the mission that his famous father started 
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During this holiday season, 


we are offering two great ways to save you money— 
and make your friends or relatives (or yourself!) very happy! 


S5 OFF 
OUR LOW EVERYDAY PRICE! 


Option 1: Order one subscription to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED at the regular low price of $22. Order a 


second subscription for $17—a savings of FIVE DOLLARS! 


Option 2: Order one subscription for yourself at our regular low price, then extend your subscription a second year 


at the FIVE DOLLAR discount. You'll receive 24 issues of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED! 


[Note to current subscribers: You can take advantage of this offer, too. 
If you want to extend your current subscriptions, just indicate so on the coupon.] 


Attractive gift notices will be sent by us to the recipient(s) 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 


Q: Kevin, I think I speak for all the 
fans when I say that I’m very glad 


figure in the wrestling world. It is your to ae a ee eae to be all 
e , ° right. People across the country 

chance to meet wrestling S biggest Stars F were very concerned about you. 
as they answer the questions uppermost in A: Thanks, Bob. You know, my fam- 
—' ily has had to endure several seri- 
the fans minds ous problems over the last few 


years, and just knowing that the 
fans are concerned about us makes 
everything a whole lot easier. Even 
though we didn’t announce I was 
in the hospital, I still received a 
flood of cards and letters. I don’t 
know where I’d be without the 
people out there. 

: A lot of people didn’t know where 
you were for a few weeks. I under- 
stand that you admitted yourself to 
the hospital. 

: That’s right. I was having a great 
deal of discomfort after I wrestled 
with Michael Hayes against Adrian 
Street and The Masked Spoiler in 
Cleveland, and I checked into a 
hospital there. The next day I flew 
back home and checked in to Bay- 
lor. I underwent a whole series of 
tests, and it was determined that 
I’m suffering from something 
called post-concussion syndrome. 

: What is that? 

: Well, as you know, I’ve spent most 
of my life as an athlete. Back when 
I was playing football during my 
college days, I suffered a few con- 

, cussions. I had some tests and fig- 

Kevin Von Erich whips Adrian Street across the ring. After this match in Cleveland, Von ured my problems were over. Dur- 

Erich checked himself into a hospital. He was suffering from post-concussion syndrome. ing the last few months, I’ve had 


ASSES Sa a a 
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Q: 


some loud ringing in both my ears. 


: That kind of problem must have 


o- 


made it hard to wrestle. 


: It sure did—extremely hard. You 


can’t concentrate when your equi- 
librium is messed up. As it turns 
out, I’ve had a lot of small concus- 
sions during my wrestling career, 
but I didn’t realize it. I just 
thought I had some bad headaches. 
Then, a few weeks ago, the suffer- 
ing became so intense that I just 
had to get help. 


This condition sounds pretty 
serious. 
Actually, it is—much more serious 


than I had imagined. I was pretty 
foolish for letting things go as long 
as I did, but I’m smart enough not 
to jeopardize my wrestling career— 
or my life. I’m going to take a few 
more weeks off. I’m not even get- 
ting near that ring until I’m at 100 
percent capacity. The doctors tell 
me that I’m progressing nicely, but 
that I really shouldn’t wrestle until 
everything has cleared up. 

Is there any chance that you might 
have to leave wrestling because of 
this condition? 

There’s a small chance that I might 
have to quit. But I’m not even 
thinking in those terms right now. 
All ’'m doing is getting myself 
back into shape, gradually honing 
my body back into fighting form. 
The big thing on the minds of a lot 
of the fans is when you’re going to 
make your return. Do you have 


KEVIN VON ERICH 


AD NEWS FOR World Class rulebreakers: Kevin Von Erich is back! 
For several weeks during the fall, fans all over Texas were very concerned about 
this popular star. At card after card, Von Erich failed to appear for important matches. 
Then it was learned that Von Erich had been admitted to Baylor Medical Center in Dallas 
with an undisclosed ailment. 

Thankfully, Von Erich is now up and around once again. The former World Class and 
Texas champion was diagnosed as suffering from post-concussion syndrome, a painful, 
potentially serious condition that required him to stay away from all wrestling activities. 

Being the determined man that he is, Von Erich has yowed to rid World Class of its 
rulebreaking element, especially Gen. Skandor Akbar and his savages: Kamala, The Beast, 
and Iceman Parsons. But, being the realist that he is, Von Erich announced that it would be 

several weeks before he could return to the ring wars. In the meantime, he has been busy 
advising his brother Kerry, the current World Class champion, in his battles against AWA 
World champion Jerry Lawler. 
Assistant Editor Bob Smith spoke with Von Erich in Dallas, where the wrestler explained 
his recent maladies and talked about his future. 


Kamala, one of Gen. Skandor Akbar’s charges, raps Von Erich in the face. Von Erich wants 
to rid World Class of Akbar and his men before they spread their influence further. 


A: 


any target date set? 

Well, I'm earmarking October 15 
against Brian Adias at The Cotton 
Bowl, but it would be foolish to 
say I'll definitely be there. This in- 
jury is different than a lot of other 
types of problems in that I’m really 
the only one who can determine 
when I’m ready. It’ll be up to me 
to decide when I return, but believe 
me, there’s nothing I want more 
than to get back in that ring. 
There’s always the chance that Ill 
be wrestling again by the time most 
of. the fans are reading this. 


: That’s good news for all of your 


fans, especially when you consider 
everything that’s been happening in 
World Class over the past couple 


of months. It seems that Gen. 
Skandor Akbar has more power 
than ever. 

Yes, and it’s just terrible, isn’t it? 
Kamala was bad enough, but now 
Akbar has brought in another Af- 
rican wrestler called The Beast. I 
don’t know where he gets these 
monsters from, but I don’t want 
these kind of people lurking 
around World Class. These men 
don’t care about rules, or the fans, 
or even titles. Akbar just wants to 
hurt and injure wrestlers, and with 
those two and Iceman Parsons in 
his stable, he’s been doing a Jot of 
that. Akbar was the man who was 
responsible for Parsons beating 
Kerry for my Texas title as well. 
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Von Erich puts a chinlock on Brian Adias (above); these former friends were scheduled to 


wrestle at The Cotton Bowl in October. Kevin longs to return to the days when he was 
World Class champion (opposite page), but he must overcome another serious injury. 


I’ve got a big score to settle with 
Akbar, and I can’t wait to get my 
hands on him. 


Q: Akbar is taking quite a bit of credit 


A: 
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for your injury, I understand. 

That’s a lie! It’s true that Kamala 
and I have been in some wars, and 
I’m sure they contributed to my 
condition. But it’s just like Akbar 
to take credit for an injury that I’d 
been carrying around for months. 
But the more he talks, the more he 
gets a lot of people mad at him. 
Steve Cox, Bill Irwin, Kendall 
Windham, and my brother Kerry 


Q: 


A: 


are all vying for shots against Ak- 
bar’s men. I’d be more than happy 
to help all of them in any way I 
can, 

Akbar’s men aren’t the only ones 
you’ve had your share of trouble 
with. Buddy Roberts and his Sa- 
moan Swat Team continue to hold 
the World Class tag team title they 
won from you and Kerry. 

That’s a real shame. Those Samo- 
ans cheated to defeat us after we 
proudly defended that title for 
months. Michael Hayes and Steve 
Cox have been doing a fine job 


A: 


against them, but in my heart I’ll 
always feel like the World Class 
tag team title is our title, meaning 
me and Kerry. 


: Speaking of your brother, he’s had 


quite a time taking on Jerry 
Lawler, hasn’t he? The belt vs. belt 
matches have been the talk of the 
wrestling world, and now they’ve 
been signed as the main event for 
SuperClash III] on December 13 in 
Chicago. What are your impres- 
sions of the Kerry-Lawler matches 
so far? 


: To be honest with you, I’ve been 


shocked at the way Jerry Lawler 
has been conducting himself lately. 
I’ve been following his career for 
years, and I’ve always considered 
him one of the great sportsmen of 
our time. But I think the pressure 
of defending that title has driven 
him over the edge. Lawler obvious- 
ly hit Kerry with a foreign object 
he had tucked into his black glove 
when he sucker-punched him at 
The Sportatorium. I can’t believe 
it! Kerry has been quick to forgive 
Lawler for his actions, but if it was 
me, I’d be a bit more cautious. It 
look Lawler 18 years to become a 
champion, and now he wants to 
keep that AWA belt any way he 
can, 


: Speaking of the title, Kerry says 


that he considers the World Class 
championship an equal to the 
AWA belt. How do you feel about 
that? 

I agree with Kerry. Lawler has 
been making a big deal about how 
he’s been traveling the world, tak- 
ing on the best competition he can 
find. Well, World Class has always 
had an open-door policy for its 
champions. The promoters here 
have continuously welcomed wres- 
tlers from other federations to 
come in and try to win our titles. 
That’s something we’ve never got- 
ten enough credit for here in Tex- 
as. I think that’s why Kendall 
Windham, who was getting lost in 
the NWA, decided to come here 
and challenge Eric Embry for his 
light heavyweight title. He’s a great 


A: 


> oO 


young talent, and he knows he’s 
going to get a fair shot. That’s the 
way we do things here. It’s an 
equal opportunity operation. 


: And a lot of the fans are looking 


forward to the opportunity to see 
you in the ring again. People are 
saying it’s just not the same with- 
out you in World Class. 


That’s very nice, and I feel the 
same way—things just aren’t the 
same without the fans. It’s through 
their cards, their prayers, and their 
caring that I’ve been able to come 
through this problem the way I 
have. But that’s the way of World 
Class fans. Whether you’re wres- 
tling, or sick in the hospital, or just 
walking down the street, they al- 
ways go out of their way to make 
sure you ‘know they care about 
you. Men like Akbar and Roberts 
can scream and holler all they want 
about ’em, but I Jove the fans. I 
know they love me, too, and that’s 
why I’ve got to reward them. 


: How will you do that? 
: By coming back and regaining that 


Texas title. Iceman Parsons and his 
camel-jockey manager had better 
keep one eye over their shoulders 
all the time, because I’m coming 
back. And there’s nothing they can 
do to stop me. O 
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explodes with color! 
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SPOT 
LIGHT. 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


From time to time, The Wrestler will 
shine its spotlight on an outstanding 

wrestler, manager, or tag team. 
These are unforgettable highlights 


of the sport’s greatest stars, 


compiled by the largest staff 
of editors and photographers 
in wrestling journalism 


HEN HE DEFEATED The 
Honky Tonk Man in 31 sec- 


onds to win the WWF Intercontinental - 


title, The Ultimate Warrior clearly es- 
tablished himself as a major new force 
on the wrestling scene. Indeed, this 
64”, 280-pound mountain of muscle 
has enjoyed a quick and startling rise 
to the top. 

The Warrior began his career in 
1985 as a member of Powerteam 
U.S.A., a quartet of wrestlers that in- 
cluded the NWA’s Sting. Eventually, 
Warrior and Sting formed their own 
tag team, The Freedom Fighters. 
Wrestling under the names Rock and 
Flash, they cut a path of destruction 
through the Mid-Southern area. 
Changing the team’s name to The 
Blade Runners, they moved to the 
Mid-South area and began applying 
makeup to their faces before each 
match, a practice both men continue 
today. 

When Eddie Gilbert began to man- 
age the team in 1986, the Warrior de- 
cided to go out on his own. Moving to 
World Class, he changed his name to 
Dingo Warrior and took Gary Hart on 
as his manager. Later, he became the 
third member of Percy Pringle’s stable 
along with Matt Borne and Buzz Saw- 
yer, but broke up with Pringle and his 
men during a six-man tag match in 
Dallas. That was when the fans first 
began rallying to his side. 

The Warrior won his first title when 
he teamed with Lance Von Erich to 
win the World Class tag team belts 
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The Ultimate Warrior displays his prodigious strength by pressing Hercules cleanly over- 


head. Several wins over Hercules preceded the Warrior's Intercontinental title victory. 


from Borne and Master Gee on No- 
vember 17, 1986. Two months after he 
and Von Erich lost the title to Al 
Madril and Brian Adias, Warrior de- 
Feated Bob Bradley to capture the Tex- 
as title. 

In April 1987, the championship. was 
stripped from him due to a lack of title 
defenses, but he was reinstated by 
World Class officials on May 25. On 
June 21 in Caguas, Puerto Rico, War- 
rior lost the belt to Al Perez. 

After the loss, the Warrior left 
World Class. Several weeks later, he 
joined the WWF and changed his 
name to The Ultimate Warrior. Instead 
of immediately taking on_ big-time 
competition, the Warrior wrestled in 
preliminary matches for several months 
before making his first major arena 
appearance. He proved he was a seri- 


ous contender by scoring a series of 
convincing victories over Harley Race 
in February and March of 1988, and 
by cleanly pinning Hercules at Madi- 
son Square Garden in April. 

Warrior’s date with destiny came on 
August 29, 1988, at SummerSlam 88. 
He had not been scheduled to appear 
on the card, but received a shot at 
Honky Tonk as a ‘last-minute substi- 
tute for Brutus Beefcake, who had 
been injured by Ron Bass in a previous 
match. Taking advantage of Honky 
Tonk’s surprise, the Warrior stormed 
the ring and dispatched Honky Tonk 
in record time. 

This month, The Wrestler places the 
spotlight on The Ultimate Warrior as 
he begins what promises to be a long 
and glorious Intercontinental _ title 
reign. 


The Warrior—as Blade Runner Rock—slams Ted DiBiase (left). As Dingo Warrior, 
he armbars Kevin Von Erich (below). Ultimate Warrior has changed his look 
several times, but he hasn’t changed his unrelenting style. 


Ultimate stops Bobby Heenan from using a foreign 
object (above). The Warrior pulls Bob Bradley off the 
ropes (top right). A big splash from the Warrior finish- 
es The Honky Tonk Man (right). 


REE Each month 

THE WRESTLER’S panel of experts 
will offer their candid opinions of one 
of wrestling’s stars. Whether an up-and- coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 
our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 
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Jake “The Snake” Roberts armbars Rick Rude, who has been making lewd advances on Jake’s wife, Cheryl. Roberts has 
vowed that Rude will never lay a hand on Mrs. Roberts, but “The Ravishing One” won't stop trying to win her heart. 
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PT U ALBANO 
“To be honest with you, | never thought 
much about Roberts’ ring skills. When he 
first entered the WWF, he was the most 
feared guy around, but mainly because 
he was scaring the daylights out of every- 
body with his snake, Damien. But now 
he’s showing his true colors by defending 
his wife, Cheryl, from that evil Rick Rude. 
Love has made him a more powerful 
force, and it’s just what | like to see, 
daddy! Jake has really proved the Cap- 
tain wrong.” 


See Oe eS 
Capt. Lou Albano, long known as ‘The 
Guiding Light,” has guided 13 tag teams to 
an unmatched 16 WWF World tag team 
titles. 


LARRY HENNIG 

“For years, Roberts was one of my favor- 
ites. But something weird has happened 
to him over the last year or so. He’s 
waving at the fans, signing autographs, 
and appearing on children’s cartoon 
shows. What’s with this guy? Roberts 
never talks about getting title shots any- 
more. He really needs to rekindle his 
mean streak to be a contender. But if he 
loses that, he could become just another 
wrestler. And that would be a real 
shame.” 


SS ee SS 
Larry “The Ax” Hennig is a four-time for- 


mer AWA World tag team champion; he 
held three of those titles with Harley Race. 


* ? 
a 3 
KILLER KOWALSKI 
“1 usually don’t go for fan favorites like 
Roberts, but this is one man that every- 
body should stay away from. Roberts has 
a sadistic streak that’s very rare in wres- 
tling these. days, especially for someone 
who gets cheered. When he delivers that 
skull-bashing DDT of his, his eyes light 
up like a Christmas tree. Then, when he 
wraps that snake around the throat of his 
opponent, he’s in an obvious state of de- 
light. He’s really sick—a man after my 
own heart.” 


Sr ee 
Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic 
rulebreakers in the sport's history, runs a 
wrestling school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 
“A lot of people wonder who was the first 
wrestler to use the DDT. I’m not sure, but 
the man who perfected it was Roberts. 
This incredible maneuver is every bit as 
devastating as a full-fledged piledriver, but 
the DDT is easier to apply because you 
only need to catch your opponent off 
guard to put it on him. There are a lot of 
wrestlers using variations of the DDT 
now, but Roberts should get the credit for 
perfecting this classic _— wrestling 
maneuver.” 


eee ee 
Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six 
times during his fabulous 50-year career. 
Many consider him the greatest all-round 
wrestler in history. 


PROF. TORU TANAKA 

“Skinny American has no talent, no skill, 
and no stamina. | believe those attributes 
are more than enough to qualify Roberts 
as a hero in the United States, eh? He 
also prove his cowardice by bringing 
snake to ring in effort to demoralize his 
opponents. He knows no karate, and 
shows no discipline in the ring. He needs 
more body weight, knowledge, and cour- 
age to become champion in mat game. 
Fine Japanese wrestlers could pulverize 
Roberts into fine powder.” 

——— 
Prof. Tanaka, a three-time co-holder of-the 
WWF World tag team title with Mr. Fuji, is 
currently a successful actor. 


JACK BRISCO 
“Roberts is underrated because of all the 
garish things he surrounds himself with. 
This man shows tremendous fighting 
heart. Did you see him rally from behind 
to beat Hercules at SummerSlam 88? 
That was a perfect example of why Rob- 
erts is so dangerous. Right when you 
think you have his number, he slips a 
DDT on you and you're history. | really 
think he should set his efforts on becom- 
ing a champion. He’s definitely got the 
talent.” 


es ee Seen 
Jack Brisco is a two-time former NWA 


World champion, and a three-time former 
NWA World tag team champion with broth- 
er Jerry. 
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Paul Diamond armbars John Paul. Paul and ft TOP 


his Top Gun partner Ricky Rice had the 


aw #4 MISFIRE 
AGAIN ST BAD COMPANY 


“rhe Top Guns—John Paul and Ricky Rice—were flying high after learning 
‘ - they had become the top contenders for the AWA World tag team title. 
- But the champions, Pat Tanaka and Paul Diamond, taught the youngsters _ 
ea serious lesson about Sans! sad one Bee may not eS 
_ another ecbanice to aoe i 
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4 ‘Wr. WHO? YOU'VE got to 
be kidding! Do you have any 
idea what you're talking about?” 

“Diamond” Dallas Page, the wily 
manager of AWA World tag team 
champions Bad Company, stared into 
the telephone receiver. Angered by be- 
ing called early in the moming, he 
considered hanging up. But something 
made him hear out the administrator 
on the other end. 

“You heard exactly what I said, 
Page,” replied flustered AWA Presi- 
dent Stanley Blackburn. “You may be 
the manager of the champions, but 
only the championship committee de- 
cides who the top contenders are. I'll 
say it only one more time: The Top 
Guns are the number-one contenders 
to your championship. You signed an 
open contract for title defenses, and 
I'm assigning your team to wrestle 
them in Minnesota later this week.” 

Page was silent for a few moments, 
then exploded in anger. 

“How can you give a title match to 
a couple of little boys?” the arrogant 
Page bellowed. “These Top Guns look 
more like water pistols to me! Black- 
burn, you must be nuts. There's 
nothin’ worse than a senile old fool, 
unless it's a couple of young punks 
who don’t deserve diddly-squat!” 

With that, Page slammed down the 
phone. He had insulted the abilities of 
Ricky Rice and John Paul, but his 
bravura in doing so may have con- 
cealed pure fear. 

Rice and Paul deserve their status 
as top contenders. They've amassed a 
superior won-loss record as a team, 
startling the AWA with their combina- 
tion of youthful exuberance and high- 
flying ability. And while they are 
young, they are also far more knowl- 
edgeable than their ages would 
suggest. 

Still rookies, Rice and Paul have 
known each other since childhood. 
The two Minnesota natives have 
trained and worked out together daily 
for the past several years. The designa- 
tion as top contenders was something 
they had strived for since beginning 
their careers earlier this year. 

“Top Guns’ was a natural name for 


Pat Tanaka armbars Rice. Bad Company's 
acrobatic and brutal style was too much for 
The Top Guns, themselves a_ high-flying 


team. 


this team,” recalled Paul. “We soar 
over the top of our opponents, just 
like the jet fighter in the movie Top 
Gun. Since we're also best friends, 
each of us knows exactly what the 
other’s going to do all the time. We're 
flying right to that World title, baby. 
Those guys won’t stand a chance in 
front of our hometown fans.” 

Pat Tanaka and Paul Diamond had 
other plans. Page, angered by what he 
felt was an unwarranted title shot, in- 
stilled a frightening killer instinct into 
Bad Company during the days before 


a 
ae, 


the match. 

“There’s no way those pups have a 
prayer against men of our stature,” 
said a livid Page before the match. 
“After tonight, those guys won’t even 
be rated by the census bureau! We're 
gonna kill ’em!” 

Displaying the talent and savagery 
that have made them one of the best 
teams in the sport, Diamond and Ta- 
naka pulled out every weapon in their 
offensive arsenal during this wild bout. 
It was a clear case of what can happen 

(Continued on page 50) 
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HE STORY, AS some have 
told it, says that at Jimmy 
Hart’s most recent physical exam, 
Hart’s doctor found some irregu- 
larities in his patient’s electrocar- 


diogram. The doctor was under- 
standably worried. 

“Jimmy,” the doctor reportedly 
said, trying not to alarm his patient. 


The Beat Goes On: 


“T think I’d better run some more 
tests on you. You have heart fluc- 
tuations like I’ve never seen be- 
fore. What you need is an immedi- 
ate vacation on some tropical 
island. You must be under some 
kind of stress at the workplace.” 

Jimmy Hart knows about stress 
at the workplace; the world of 


wrestling is a pressure cooker, 
and Hart’s lived with the intensity 
of that pressure for years. 

“You have to find a way to re- 
lax,” the doctor continued. “I un- 
derstand how your blood pressure 
might’ve increased when The 
Honky Tonk Man lost the Intercon- 
tinental belt at SummerSlam, but 


switching loyalties from The Hart 
Foundation to the Rougeaus didn’t 
help out the old ticker, either.” 
The doctor knew his patient— 
and his wrestling. Although Jac- 
ques and Raymond Rougeau have 
tremendous potential, they’re stil 
largely untested as rulebreakers. 
Hart is in the difficult position of 


Jacques and Raymond Rougeau give Bret Hart a working 
over (left). Jimmy Hart (top) is now managing the 
Rougeaus, and he wants them to use Bret and Jim 
Neidhart as steppingstones to the World tag title. 


having to teach his new charges 
that phase of the game from the 
inside out. Can it be done? May- 
be, maybe not. But he certainly 
doesn’t need any added incentive 
to try. The shock of Honky Tonk’s 
loss was a major blow to Hart’s 
reputation. Greater than that, how- 
ever, was The Hart Foundation’s 


CAN 


unceremonious 
Hart as their 


snubbing—and 
dumping—of 
manager. 

Hart is not a man who forgets 
such a snubbing so quickly. Upon 
seeing that the Harts could keep 
pumping without him, Jimmy 
quickly allied himself with oppo- 

(Continued on page 54) 


JIMMY HART 
MAKE THE 
ROUGEAUS 
WORLD 
CHAMPIONS? 


Jimmy Hart has found 
another team to lead. 
The new manager of 
Jacques and Raymond 
Rougeau is out to destroy 
ex-charges Bret Hart and 
Jim Neidhart by using 
his new clients—and all 
his former clients’ 
secrets—as weapons! In 
the process, he also 
wants to make his new 
men World champions! 
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The Horsemen Destroyed! 


The World Title Gained! 


THE 
MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


IST PROVE 
THEMSELVES! 


“What now, Batman?” 
—Robin 


HAT NOW, BOY Wonder? 

Well, The Midnight Ex- 
press can start by proving that 
their victory over Tully Blanchard 
and Arm Anderson for the NWA 
World tag team title was no fluke. 
Of course, that will be difficult— 
Tully and Am departed the NWA 
for the WWF following that Sep- 
tember 10 title change in 
Philadelphia. 

Next, the Midnights can prove 
that the team of Bobby Eaton and 
Stan Lane really is better than the 
former Midnight Express duo of 
Eaton and Dennis Condrey. Lane 
and manager Jim Comette have 
claimed this ever since Lane 
joined the Midnights in March 
1987. Well, if Eaton and Lane can 
hold the belts for more than six 
months and 14 days—the length of 
Eaton and Condrey’s NWA World 
tag title reign—they’ll have proven 
it. 

And if that’s not enough, the 
Midnights can prove that they 
practice what they preach. The 
NWA broke their own unwritten 


rule forbidding mulebreaker vs. 
nilebreaker bouts when the Mid- 
nights got their match against Tully 
and Arn. Now, having set this dan- 
gerous precedent, the Midnights 
will have no choice but to take on 
every team in the NWA, not just 
the fan favorites. 

Will they? 

“You’d better believe we will,” 
said Cornette. “Any team that 
wants a piece of The Midnight Ex- 
press, all they’ve gotta do is raise 


Bobby Eaton leaps down on Arn Anderson (left), and sets up Bobby 
Fulton for a superplex (below). Eaton holds half of the NWA tag title. 


They were the U.S. tag team champions; now they're the 
NWA World tag team champions. But The Midnight Express 
still has a long way to go before they’re granted the respect 


manager Jim Cornette thinks they deserve 
Sr. 


their hands and get in line. I’m 
talking about The Road Wamiors, 
The Fantastics, Sting and Steve 
Williams, and The Sheepherders. 
Anybody that wants us, we're 
here. And if Anderson and Blan- 
chard had any guts in the first 
place, they’d get their butts back 
here and wrestle us like the men 
they aren't!” 

The departure of Tully and Am 
could be the biggest problem of 
all for Eaton and Lane, though it’s 
a source of pride to Comette, who 
believes his team ran the Horse- 
men out of town. On review of the 


title match, it becomes clear that 
Eaton and Blanchard were the le- 
gal men in the ring when Blan- 
chard pinned Lane just as Eaton 
pinned Anderson. Referee Tommy 
Young, understandably confused, 
counted both pins and awarded 
the match to the Midnights; he 
should have called for a double- 
disqualification. 

“You're damn nght he should 
have,” said Blanchard. “When we 
saw that decision, we hightailed it 
right out of town. We were getting 
screwed, and it couldn’t have 
been more obvious. If you ask me, 


the NWA was sick of The Four 
Horsemen holding all three major 
titles, so they did something about 
it. Well, now they won't have to 
worry about The Four Horsemen, 
because the Horsemen no longer 
exist. And you’re a fool if you 
don’t think they’re gonna miss us.” 
They already do. The Midnights 
now own tainted belts; with Tully 
and Am gone, the only way to 
prove they deserve the title is with 
a series of decisive pinfall victories 
over all the top competitors—and 
without Comette’s outside interfer- 
(Continued on page 56) 
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ECIPE FOR SUCCESS: 

Team a federation’s two 
winningest and most popular 
wrestlers, and have a smart 
and beautiful woman man- 
age them. On paper, the 
Megapowers is the type of 
alliance promoters and fans 
dream about. One would be 
hard-pressed to match two 
wrestlers able to generate 
more enthusiasm than Hulk 
Hogan and Randy Savage. 
Elizabeth, of course, attracts 
devotion of a _ different— 
though no less faithful—sort. 
“They are, potentially, a 
team for the history books,” 
remarked Senior Editor Bill 
Apter. “If they remain 
healthy, they'll rewrite all the 
records.” 

To appreciate the magni- 
tude of the Savage-Hogan 
friendship, one must return 
to their violent series of bat-* 
tles when Hogan held the 
WWF crown. A sampling of 
fan opinion at a recent WWF 
card made for unanimous 
agreement: Savage was Ho- 
gan’s toughest opponent. 

“He gave Hogan the hard- 
est run of all for the belt,” 
said one ringsider. “That's 
why they're so close today. 
Each one appreciates and re- 
spects the other’s skills. Nei- 
ther man would let the other 
down.” 

This was never more apparent 
than during Savage’s drive for the 
WWF championship in the weeks 
leading up to the WrestleMania IV 
title tournament, and at the tourna- 
ment itself. When Savage found 
himself the victim of double- and 
triple-teams, Hogan immediately re- 
sponded and came to his aid. The 
birth of the Megapowers, created to 
combat the rulebreaking axis of 
Ted DiBiase, Virgil, and Andre the 
Giant, certified their allegiance. 

Or did it? 

Recently, Savage was suffering a 
brutal beating at the hands of An- 
dre during a title match. Though 
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Elizabeth watches helplessly as Andre the Giant chokes WWF World champion Randy 


When Andre Savaged 
*“T'he Macho Man’’ 


Savage. On this occasion, Hulk Hogan was not around when Savage needed him the most, 
fueling speculation that he just doesn’t care anymore. 


Hogan was in the arena, he didn’t 
come to his partner’s rescue—even 
when Andre lifted Elizabeth off her 
feet and threatened her with vio- 
lence. Dressing room sources claim 
Hogan was in the whirlpool and 
didn’t see the match. Others claim 
Hogan viewed the beating impas- 
sively and decided to let his partner 
“tough it out.” 

One must immediately question 
whether Hogan would in fact take 
a whirlpool during his partner's title 
match—especially a battle against 
Andre, Hogan's chief nemesis. It 


also makes little sense, given their 
perceived camaraderie and the fact 
that Hogan was viewing the match, 
that he would allow Savage to take 
a beating. 

“It makes perfect sense,” declares 
Assistant Editor Eddie Ellner. “I've 
been saying all along that when 
you lay down with swine, you wind 
up with mud on your face. The day 
Savage accepted Hogan’s friendship 
is the day he sealed his eventual 
doom. 

“I have no doubt that Hogan 
watched Andre’s beating with a big, 


Is Hulk Hogan Randy Savage's friend, bodyguard, keeper . . . or enemy? 
It’s a fair question now, because when Savage was in trouble recently against 
Andre the Giant, Hogan was nowhere to be found. What's the story? 


AS HULK? 


Andre loves to choke 
his opponents, espe- 
cially Savage, who 
gets it with Andre’s 
tightstrap (far left) 


self-serving grin on his face,” Ellner 
continued. “Nothing would give him 
greater satisfaction than to see his 


‘partner’ stumble. Hogan’s no fool. no ioe apeee 
He’s using Savage to regain the top left), After gaia 
spot in the WWF pecking order. " tuan battles with Ho- 
The only thing better would have gan, Andre has redi- 
been if Andre had punched Eliza- vee at 


beth. That would have made it per- 
fect. Hogan would spread the word 
that Savage was incapable of pro- 
tecting Elizabeth, driving another 
wedge between those two. He'd let 
the media orchestrate the break be- 
tween Savage and Elizabeth, then 
step in like a pig strolling into a 
mud pit.” 


(Continued on page 60) 37 


IGH UP ON the Colorado pla- 
teau known as Mesa Verde, a 
three-man army is in_ training. 
Through the crisp early morning 
mountain air, a shouting drill ser- 
geant can be heard barking his mil- 
itary commands. 
“‘Atten-shun! Forward, march?’ 
The team of three soldiers 
lurches forward in unison. New or- 
ders are issued and the group 
drops to begin a set of one-armed 
military pushups. They continue 
uninterrupted for 20 minutes and, 


TERRY GORDY TAKES 
ON AKBAR’S ARMY? 


like clockwork, return to their feet 
and again begin running. After a 
five-mile jaunt in the thin mountain 
air, the group returns to their start- 
ing point for more orders. The train- 


. ‘i aot ” Ps ing is more severe and testing than 
~\ : 1. are = any set of military maneuvers. This 

BS fa ae , pe is serious work. 
5 ————— A closer look reveals that the 


& ™ group leader is not dressed in bat- 
tle fatigues or camouflage pants. 

This drill master is wearing a robe 
and an Arabic headdress. Even 
closer scrutiny reveals the startling 
truth: That's no sergeant at all! It’s 
a general, and his name is Akbar. 
Gen. Skandor. Akbar has taken 


Kamala gets a leg up on Terry Gordy (left), who retaliates with a powerful kick (above). his stable of wrestler hich 
tek Ga oka aioe Le ee ee ae of eolorade; to : ae he 


wants his men to drive Gordy out of World Class. : : . 
their notoriety would go unnoticed. 


Akbar has spent many months and 
thousands of dollars to work these 
men into peak physical condition 
for their approaching campaign. 
And it is here, at Akbar’s special 
training compound, that the hated 
World Class manager unveils his 
sinister plot to the three members 
of his sadistic corps. 

First, Akbar approaches Iceman 
Parsons and issues his evil order: 

“Destroy Terry Gordy! 
Understood?”’ 

“That raggedy rooty-poot?’’ the 
powerful World Class Texas cham- 


pion says whimsically, ‘‘I’ll destroy 


him with my own two .. 
‘“‘Understood?’’ Akbar interrupts 
with military efficiency. 
“Uh, understood, sir,’’ Parsons 
says humbly. 


SRatiy Girily: weit tadagah Wageude WANS Kak 
_ from the Freebird feud. But when he returned, he found an 
a aia men sworn to destroy him. Now the man they call _ 
“Bamm Bamm’’ is in the fight of his cz s caress! 


Gordy blasts Par- 
sons with a kick 
(above), but Akbar 
extracts revenge 
with a choke (right). 
In this war, Gordy is 
getting no help 
from his former 
Freebird comrades. 
But he hardly ex- 
pected any. 


The next man Akbar approaches 
is The Beast. 

“Destroy Terry Gordy!’’ the Gen- 
eral barks. 


The Beast nods his silent 
approval. 
Finally, Akbar approaches his 


meanest recruit, Kamala. At this 
point, Akbar—knowing Kamala’s 
difficulty with spoken language— 
only shows the Ugandan giant a 
picture of Gordy. He then hands 
the picture to Kamala, who glances 
at it for a second and devours it in 
one gulp. The evil smile that cross- 
es the Ugandan’s painted face tells 
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all. 


Meanwhile, Terry Gordy is getting 
off an airplane at the airport in Dal- 
las. Gordy has returned from a brief 
stint in Japan, a trip that lent 
much-needed perspective on his in- 
volvement in the Freebird feud. 

“Boy, that tour was just what the 
doctor ordered,’’ Gordy says to his 
traveling companion. ‘‘Maybe by 
now Michael [Hayes] and Buddy 
Jack [Roberts] have let bygones be 
bygones. | had a dream last night 
that | came back and this whole 
thing was over. Let’s hope it comes 
true.” 


What Gordy doesn't know, how- 
ever, is that high up in the moun- 
tains of Colorado, three men are 
planning his destruction. The peace 
that Gordy envisions really is just a 
dream. 


KEK 


In recent weeks, Terry Gordy has 
had little time to worry about his 
ex-Freebird comrades. He can't 
worry about helping Michael Hayes; 
he has to think about himself. Ak- 


bar's men have begun _ their 
mission. 
Since returning from Japan, 


Gordy has wrestled all three mad- 
men. Despite constantly being dou- 
ble-teamed and having to fight off 
Akbar’s interference, he is hanging 
on—almost miraculously. 

After a recent match against Ka- 
mala, for example, Gordy could 
only say, ‘‘That savage! He and his 
slimy manager spent the whole 
match double-teaming me. And if 
it's not Akbar, it’s Parsons. And if 
it’s not Parsons, it’s that Beast 
character. A win by disqualifica- 
tion? Big deal! | wanna crush those 
guys!” 

“Yes,’’ Gen. Akbar says, ‘‘we've 
launched a very successful cam- 
paign thus far. | think that we will 
be able to conquer and occupy Tex- 
as in a very short time. In addition, 
our injury rate has been extremely 
low. It looks like our entire mission 
will be highly successful here.’’ 

Akbar cracked an evil smile. Rid- 
ing crop in hand, he gestured to- 
ward his three-man army and the 
smile gave way to a sinister laugh 
better suited to a mad _ scientist 
than a wrestling manager. 

And like most mad _ scientists, 
Akbar is concocting a formula. His 
recipe? One part uncontrollable sav- 
age, one part unknown animal, and 
one part devious rulebreaker. Akbar 
plans to sprinkle this formula all 
over Texas—and hope Gordy gets 
drenched! 

But as this issue went to press, 
Gordy was still holding on, still 
fighting for what is right. 

When an evil army invades, there 
is no other choice. a 


The Von Ench 
family has long 
been known as 

“The First Family 
Of Professional 
Wrestling.” Now, 
a deluxe-quality 


"| Fromt Row Ringside 


collectors’ edition 
hardcover book 


videotape and Seog 


THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE'is an up-close and personal look 
at the Von Erich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 
Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 
Mike, and Fritz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape col- 
lection. (Sorry, VHS format only is available in this special offer.) Included in this 
sensational 70-minute tape: 

©The entire June 1, 1982, Fritz Von Erich no-disqualification retirement match 
against King Kong Bundy. 

®The complete March 4, 1983, Kevin Von Erich-Terry Gordy match in which 
Kevin won the World Class American belt! 

© Highlights of David Von Erich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harley 
Race. 

® The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Erich captured the NWA 
World title from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 

® Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 


j ] * Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 
bring all the excitement, * _ @Rare footage of Chris Von Erich; Fritz vs. Joe Blanchard; David spanking Sunshine; six- 
dr ama, tragedy, and t- “man action featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike’s hospital- 


umph of the Von Erichs . ization from toxic shock syndrome. 


into your home! -****° 


THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUMis a magnificent 


Iam enclosing: 
© $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape 1am ordering. 
© $15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book Iam ordering. 

© $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 postage and handling) for each Superfan Package I am ordering. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 
CITY: 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


PLEASE RUSH ME: 

(| THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 
1] THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 

-) MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape or book ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or book ordered for air- 
l mail. U.S. funds only, Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 


history of the entire Von Erich family in words and See 

‘ Subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Fam- VONE 

> ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, 

+ David, Kerry, Mike, and Chris—plus rare photos of jack—in FA-Mil bey 

over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- 

zling color photography. Many of these photos are from the 
Von Erich personal family scrapbooks (including many 
baby photos and school portraits) and have neverbeen 

published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed 
hardcover volume measures 8Y2x11 and is 128 pages in 

length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 
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BOBO BRAZIL vs. SKULL MURPHY 


KNOW THAT there are a lot of 

youngsters out there reading this, 
and I know that in the next few years, 
most will be taking a standardized 
exam known as the SAT. Part of this 
exam, I’m told, requires students to 
pick apart analogies such as, ‘‘driver is 
to car as captain is to ship.” 

Well, I never put much stock in this 
kind of testing—or in a college educa- 
tion, for that matter. But in keeping 
with the spirit of the SAT, I’d like to 
point out one important analogy for 
wrestling: 

Bobo Brazil is to wrestling what 
Jackie Robinson is to baseball. 

It’s that simple. 

You youngsters might not remember 
the days when wrestling was the exclu- 
sive playground of the white man. 
Well, it was basically the same as base- 
ball. Black ballplayers, although re- 
markably talented, were forced to lan- 
guish in the ‘‘Negro leagues.’’ One 
such man was Satchel Paige, a pitcher 
so talented that he could reportedly 
throw 100-mile-per-hour _fastballs 
through both ends of a double header. 

Paige finally made it to the big 
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Bobo Brazil gives Skull Murphy an armtwist. Matt Brock recalls Brazil as a true pioneer, the 
first black man to achieve superstar status in wrestling. 


leagues thanks to Jackie Robinson’s 
success in breaking baseball’s color 
barrier, but the 42-year-old pitcher was 
well beyond his legendary prime. 
Wrestling was in a similar predica- 
ment during the 1940s and ’50s. There 


were a few blacks in the game, but 
certainly no main eventers. The game 
needed a Jackie Robinson to break 
down the walls of segregation and al- 
low a new flood of talent to enter the 
ranks. Bobo Brazil was that man. 


= 


The man I saw one June night in 
1962 in New York’s Madison Square 
Garden was already a legend. Looking 
back at Bobo’s career, I remember that 
it was one of the greatest in the history 
of the sport. That night, however, 
Bobo was just beginning a tenure in 
the promotion that would later become 
the WWF. Sure, he was a veteran, but 
nobody knew what kind of fan reac- 
tion he’d receive in The Big Apple. 

In his first Garden. appearance, 
Bobo proved he was a star to stay. 

Of course, it didn’t hurt any that 
Bobo’s opponent, Skull Murphy, was 
one of the most hated wrestlers of the 
day. But even without the bald-headed 
barbarian, Bobo’s magnetic personality 
would surely have charmed the New 
York fans. In fact, he didn’t really 
have to spit on his fallen opponent; it 
was just a nice touch. 

That was all 26 years ago. Now, 
Bobo is around the age when you stop 


counting. Last time I asked him, he 
just said, “‘sixtysomething,”’ and quick- 
ly changed the subject. But Bobo 
wasn’t hiding his age out of insecurity 
or the fear that old age would block 


During this 1962 match at Madison Square Garden, Brazil catches Murphy in a modified 
sleeper (left) and works on his left arm (above). The remarkable Brazil is still wrestling, and 
recently competed in a tag team bout with Denny Kass (below). 


the path to ring achievements. And 
he’s certainly not letting age get in the 
way of greater accomplishments. 

I ran into Bobo recently after a 
Midwest Wresting Federation card. 
Even at ‘‘sixtysomething,”’ Bobo is un- 
beatable. He’s still a warehouse of sci- 
entific moves. And he still has that 
magnetic charm. 

I took the opportunity to chat with 
Bobo about those pioneering days of 
the past when he broke wrestling’s col- 
or barrier almost singlehandedly. 

“You know, Matt,’ the veteran 
erappler said, ‘‘you always did distort 
history a little. To liken me to Jackie 
Robinson, well, let’s just say that 
you’re an old wrestling writer seeing 
our sport through rose-colored glasses. 
I’m no pioneer. I’m just a wrestler.” 

Bobo’s class didn’t surprise me, but 
his modesty did. The last man who 
should be self-deprecating is Bobo Bra- 
zil. He’s still a titleholder—the Michi- 
gan Wrestling Federation North Amer- 
ican champ—and he recently won an 
18-man battle royal. Amazingly, Bobo 
continues to battle effectively as he en- 
ters his fifth decade of wrestling. 


——, 
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Most of his peers from the early 
’50s are gone, but I guess that’s fitting 
in a way. Bobo never really had a 
genuine peer. And in true pioneer spir- 
it, he’s still breaking down wrestling’s 
barriers and instilling new fear into the 
hearts of younger men who take him 
lightly. 

Skull Murphy made that mistake, 
and Bobo spat all over him. C 
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As a big fan of Dusty Rhodes, it 
warmed my heart to once again see 
this mighty man reuniting with Dick 
Murdoch after a sudden falling out 
that took place nearly two years ago. 
During that period, with the hatred 
that was shown between the two 
men, the last thing in the world that 
could be expected would be for the 
two powerful beasts to resolve their 
differences and join forces once 
again. But surprisingly they did— 
against the likes of the now-defunct 
Four Horsemen and the 
backstabbing Ronnie Garvin. 

During the early 1970s, The Out- 
laws terrorized teams nationwide as 
they went on to earn their reputation 
as the roughest competitors in pro 
wrestling. Today, they still hold the 
ultimate power that will soon bring 
the NWA World tag team champion- 
ship into their grasp. 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 7) 


| have never been a great believer 
in the style of wrestling that Murdoch 
has chosen for himself, but Rhodes 
believes in his abilities—and that 
should be good enough for any fan. 
STEVEN KERSEY 

Florissant, MO 


ROBERTS IS RIGHT! 

| really enjoyed the “Q & A” inter- 
view in your November 1988 issue 
with the most loyal Freebird, Buddy 
Roberts. 

It’s pretty obvious that you journal- 
ists played Roberts for a joker, but 
he’s really a full-fledged Freebird. 
When Michael Hayes and Buddy 
Roberts betrayed him and sided with 
the Von Erichs, Buddy rebounded by 
making the official Freebirds, com- 
prised of former World Class heavy- 
weight champion Iceman Parsons, 
Samoan Samu, and his brother 


Buddy Roberts throws Michael Hayes into the announcer’s table. In this feud between The 


Freebirds, Arthur Risk sides with Roberts, whom he calls the only true Freebird. 
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Fatu—a stroke of genius on the part 
of Roberts! 

Buddy’s 110 percent right when he 
proclaims that he’s the original Free- 
bird and has the right to hire or fire 
anybody who belongs to the group. 
I'm a man who steadfastly believes in 
originals, and Buddy Roberts is the 
original Freebird. 

So, Von Erichs—beware! You two 
renegades, Terry Gordy and Michael 
Hayes—beware, too! Prepare to feel 
the burning rage of the real 
Freebirds! 

ARTHUR RISK JR. 
Mt. Clemens, MI 


RACE: THE GREATEST 
| fully agree with Bob Smith’s col- 
umn in the November 1988 issue of 
The Wrestler (‘Blindsided”). When 
Harley Race left the great sport of 
(Continued on page 46) 
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LEX-PLOSION! 
LEX LUGER claims he’ll take 
RIC FLAIR’S title—and leave him for 
dead! 


Has HULK HOGAN become 
RANDY SAVAGE’S bodyguard? 


PLUS... 

Full-color centerfold plus career bio of 
JAKE “THE SNAKE” ROBERTS... 
BRUTUS BEEFCAKE vs. RON BASS: 

Uncensored—and senseless!... 
COL DeBEERS: “SGT. SLAUGHTER is 
washed up, just like the U.S.A.!”... 
The fans’ astonishing message to KEVIN 
VON ERICH: ‘Retire now!”.. . “Media 
Review” and “The PWI Poll” 


Allthisand much more... 
in the February 1989 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE NOVEMBER 22! 


inside) 


Learn the 10 reasons why STING 
can’t beat BARRY WINDHAM 


Memo to the WWF: It’s time to ban the 
helmet—or ban HULK HOGAN! 


PLUS... 

MEGABUCKS, MEGAPOWERS, 
Megaconfusion! Who you'll cheer and 
jeer in ’89!. . . Exclusive “Hotseat” 
interview with ARN ANDERSON: 
“THE FOUR HORSEMEN were a 
dynasty, but it’s all over now!”... 
THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS must 
split up—or shut up!.. . KERRY VON 
ERICH and JERRY LAWLER: Tag Team 
of the Year or Feud of the Year?... 
SGT. SLAUGHTER and COL. DeBEERS 
go ‘One On One”’ 


All this and much more... 
in the January 1989 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 


THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A 
SUPER SUMMER! 
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The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ‘‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer’’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don't be disappointed—order 
yours today! 
(Sat> fee, 5-5 bee el 
| Make check or money order payable l 
| and send to: 
| TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 


| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please rush me — copies of the 
December 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
| enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
each copy | am ordering. 


| State Zip 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


bess funds only. All other countries $7.00. Please 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 44) 


Harley Race hiptosses Bob Backlund. In Darrell Stewart's opinion, Race is the greatest 
wrestler of all time because he has won more NWA World heavyweight titles—seven—than 
anyone else in history. 


wrestling, there was hardly any men- 
tion of it. Harley Race was a true 
legend. | would not be wrong, | don’t 
think, to say that he was the greatest 
wrestler there ever was. | don’t think 
too many people would disagree with 
that. Harley is the man who holds the 
record for the most NWA World titles, 
so that backs up my statement of 
him being the greatest wrestler to 
ever lace up a pair of boots. 
DARRELL STEWART 
Telford, Nova Scotia 


NO MORE WEAPONS! 

| have a message for WWF Presi- 
dent Jack Tunney: 

Ban managers from bringing weap- 
ons to the ring! Titles have changed 
hands because of those weapons. 
When The British Bulldogs lost the 
WWF World tag team belts, it was 
the fault of Jimmy Hart and his 
megaphone. It’s the same with Mr. 
Fuji—he brings a cane to the ring. At 
WrestleMania IV, that cane made De- 
molition the WWF tag team 
champions. 

Ban all weapons from the ring! 

JESSE BOWLAND 
Minneapolis 


AWESOME AERIALISTS 
| have been an avid wrestling fan 
for 10 years. Since | first took interest 
in this great sport, I've become partial 
to the high-flying grapplers. Since | 
live in the Pacific Northwest, I’ve 
seen my share of the best aerial tal- 
ent come and go. By “best,” | mean 
guys like Jimmy Snuka, Rocky John- 
son, Curt Hennig, Jay Youngblood, 
Nick Kiniski, and Billy Jack Haynes. 
The Pacific Northwest has always 
been a hot spot for aerial talent, and 
the present time is no exception. The 
list currently includes Steve Doll and 
Scott Peterson (The Southern Rock- 
ers), Billy Two Eagles, Mike Golden, ° 
and Art Barr. Just for the record, Art 
Barr is the son of NWA official Sandy 
Barr, and the younger brother of 
wrestler Jesse Barr. 
| had to write this, because high- 
flyers are often looked down upon 
because of their general lack of size. 
So the next time you’re skeptical of 
the acrobatic grapplers, think about 
guys like Steve Regal, Curt Hennig, 
Randy Savage, and Jeff Jarrett. 
Let’s start giving credit to the 
“movers” as well as the ‘‘shakers.” 
TODD HILL 
Hillsboro, OR 
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on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler, Ric Flalr, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk, 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP; Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August [fee pune Larry 
Zbyszko. or per, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ma 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 


April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 


ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, 
Von Erich, T.A. 
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November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 

January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 


Ce ann Geson Geni Ronnie 
arvin. Savage, Garvin-Fiair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex , Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, ette, 
Owen Hart. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
i Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 

. Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel, 
eh Lapet Aces id sill Von 

rich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. oF 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors, 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy , Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 


June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Bian- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, n ing. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez.. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 


J 
HULK v:. ANDRE? November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
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nis, Rhodes, Piper. 


November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 


Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 


January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 


Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 


December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 


T.A., Snuka, Simpson, 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 


Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 


saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 


Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 


January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-El 
Warriors, Sting. 


izabeth, 


January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley April 1987/COLOR PINUP; Lex Luger. 
Race. Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 7 & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
Dillon, Sawyer. MAY 198 go, WWF Housecleaning, 


May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, amite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
teebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. ’ 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen, Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard ray Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP; Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports, 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
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cide whether they should retum 
the belt to Drake or give it to Jules 
Strongbow. Drake recently used a 
weapon to pin Strongbow ... New 
teammates Chris Benoit and Lance 
Idol are after the Stampede Inter- 
national tag belts held by Jerry 
Morrow and The Cuban Assassin, 
a.k.a. The Cuban Commandos. 

AWA World champion Jerry 
Lawler and World Class champ 
Kerry Von Erich are scheduled to 
battle in a title-unification match on 
the big AWA/World Class/CWA 
pay-per-view TV card December 
13 in Chicago. But here’s the big 
question: 

Will Lawler and Kerry survive 
until December 13? 

On September 23 in Dallas, both 
belts were held up in the World 
Class area after Lawler and Von 
Erich both slugged referee John 
Keaton. Lawler and Von Ench 
were scheduled to battle in 
a combination Texas death 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 8) 


Jules Strongbow (left) and D.C. Drake are involved in a National Wrestling Federation title 
controversy. Ronnie Garvin chinlocks Greg Gagne (above). Garvin recently defeated Gagne 
for the AWA TV belt. Rick Steamboat (below) may return to the NWA, the site of many of 


his early triumphs. 


match/Tennessee street fight on 
October 15 at The Cotton Bowl, 
and are expected to continue their 
title vs. title matches up until the 
December 13 card. 

“Tt’s been brutal, but this is what 
wrestling’s all about,” said Kerry. 
But is this what wrestling’s all 
about? What started as a friendly 
series of title vs. title matches be- 
tween Lawler and Von Erich is 
slowly developing into the feud of 
the year. And neither man, it 
seems, cares about what he has to 
do to win. 

Also on that December 13 card: 
Sgt. Slaughter vs. Col. DeBeers; Greg 
Gagne vs. Ronnie Garvin for the 
AWA TV title recently won by 
Garvin; and Manny Fernandez vs. 
Wahoo McDaniel in an Indian strap 
match. Rick Morton and Robert Gib- 
son—The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express—are 
back together again and will also 
appear. Morton, by the way, 
claims that he and Gibson never 


broke up. “Robert just needed a 
vacation,’ Morton told The 
Wrestler. 

Chavo Guerrero won the All-Cali- 
fomia Championship Wrestling ti- 
tle from Jack Armstrong on Sep- 


tember 27; Peter Maivia Jr. and 
Mando Guerrero recently defeated 
The Lords of Discipline for the 
ACCW tag belts ... Johnny Ace 
and The Terminator won the Flor- 
da Championship Wrestling tag 
belts from Mike Graham and Steve 
Kein ... Eddie Gilbert, Paul E. 
Dangerously, and Missy Hyatt have 


left the CWF following contractual’ 


problems ... Jim Cornette has a 
new segment on NWA Power Pro 
Wrestling called “Louisville Slug- 
ger.” Comette’s first guest was 
Bam Bam Bigelow, who is being 
billed as “The Beast From The 
East.” Bigelow, still managed by 
Sir Oliver Humperdink, revealed 
that he is looking for a steady tag 
team partner. 

The list of challengers to Randy 
Savage’s WWF World title contin- 
ues to grow. Savage has already 
held off Andre the Giant, Ted DiBi- 
ase, and Bad News Brown. Now 
he’ll have to deal with King Haku. 
Big Bossman might also get a shot 
at Savage if he does well in his 
matches against Hulk Hogan. By 
the way, the WWF's second Survi- 
vor Series will be held on Thanks- 
giving night at the Richfield (Ohio) 
Coliseum, sight of last year’s inau- 
gural event. 

“Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase 
was featured on a recent edition of 
the TV show Lifestyles Of The 
Rich And Famous. DiBiase was 
profiled by host Robin Leach and 
gave viewers a look at his huge 
estate ... Terry Taylor is being 
managed by Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan, whose stable also in- 
cludes WWF newcomers Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson, now 
being billed as “The 
Brainbusters.” 

And this just in: Rick Steamboat 
might return to the NWA. At press 
time, Steamboat, a former NWA 
U.S. and WWF Intercontinental 
champ, was negotiating with NWA 
Officials for a retum to the 
federation. 

That’s what’s happening. See 
you at the matches! Oo 


WRESTLING 
WORLD 


724 Dulaney Valley Road 
Suite 154 
Towson, MD 21204 
Phone Orders 
(301) 298-1325 


| 


| 


——— 


| 


ONLY $10.49 


A ‘New’ Hulk Hogan D Honky Tonk Man K Kamala R The Referee 
B Demolition Ax E Ted DiBiase L Jake the Snake Roberts S Slick 
C Bam Bam Bigelow FF Hacksaw Jim Dugan  M Adrian Adonis T Ken Patera 
— G New" Tito Santana WN Vince McMahon 
H Rick Martel 
| One Man Gang 
J Koko B Ware 


O Outback Jack 
P Billy Jack Haynes 
Q Harley Race 


froure —_|alslclolele|e|y]i[s |x|. |m|n[olpla|als|r| 
fouanrmy TTT TTT TT TTT TT TT TT 


QUANTITY DESCRIPTION PRICE EACH TOTAL 


ACTIONFIGURESA—T | s1049 | 


THE BRITISH BULLDOG TAG TEAM SET $20.99 


WWF WRESTLING RING $15.99 
SUB TOTAL 


MD RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 


HANDLING CHARGES (*See chart) 

OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U.S. $5.00 

TOTAL 

FREE Merchandise Catalogue with every order 


*PLEASE INCLUDE POSTAGE AND HANDLING USING THIS CHART 
Up to $24.00................$2.75 $40.00 - $49.99.........,....,$4.75 $75.00 or more........ Pe > FY d=) 
$24.01 - $39.99.,......-:..$3:75 $50.00 - $74.99..............,$5.75 


2-10 DAY DELIVERY DEPENDING ON STOCK AVAILABILITY. CHECKS HELD FOR BANK CLEARANCE 
Name ——— Phone(___) 
Address 


State Zip Code 


PLEASE INDICATE METHOD OF PAYMENT 
-) Check or Money Order (1 Mastercard (1 VISA 
YOUR CARD NUMBER Expiration Date 


{Have you filled out your credit card no.?) MO/YR 


SIGNATURE 


BAD CO. VS. TOP GUNS 


when young wrestlers take on a bit 
more than they are prepared for. 
During the course of this violent 
battle, Rice tried to unleash one of his 
trademark dropkicks at Tanaka, but 
the wily Hawaiian champion dove out 
of the way, then applied his devastating 
version of the DDT to his young chal- 
lenger. Paul was continuously frustrat- 
ed by Diamond’s vast array of suplexes 
and armdrags. 


(Continued from page 31) 


In the end, it was that frustration 
that led to a loss for Paul and Rice. As 
Tanaka and Paul were slugging it out, 
Rice and Diamond jumped into the 
ring. Rice hit Diamond squarely on the 
chin with a devastating dropkick, 
which sent the Canadian flying over 
the top rope. The referee immediately 
disqualified Rice. The loss was enough 
to reveal some sobering truths about 
both The Top Guns and_ the 


Tanaka executes a swift and ef- 
fective DDT on Rice (left). John 
Paul clamps a headiock on Dia- 
mond (right), who retaliates with 
an elbowsmash (bottom left). 
Rice unleashes a tremendous 
dropkick on Tanaka (below). 
“Diamond”’ Dallas Page, Bad 
Company’s manager, says he 
won't grant the Top Guns any 
more title matches, but the AWA 
championship committee may 
have something to say about 
that. 


champions. 

“Page is a braggart, but he may 
have had a point,” said Paul afterward, 
still somber following the loss. “I guess 
we really didn’t expect them to come 
at us the way they did, but we proba- 
bly should have. Man, they didn’t even 
seem to care about defending their 
championship. They only wanted to 
hurt us. We'll know better next time.” 

A few days after this match, Page 


came up with another way to discour- 
age Rice and Paul. The calculating FOR I RI AIO KI I KK HK 


manager announced that he would not 
sign any contracts granting The Top 
Guns another title match against Dia- 
mond and Tanaka. 

“They didn’t beat us, so now they're Our most popular back issue offer! Each of these Super Color Specials 
through,” boasted Page. “We gave | | the size ol a requar oo ee 
them an opportunity to take these 
belts, and they fell flat on their faces. 
As manager of the champions, | can 
veto any match contracts I want to. 
And I’m sure as hell gonna keep an 
eye on any open contracts I put my 
signature to.” 


Tanaka chops Rice in the head. The Top 
Guns don’t match up with Bad Company 
yet, but they have a promising future. 

“T don’t know how he can do this,” 
Rice howled. “Page thinks he can call 
all the shots, but it’s only because he’s 
afraid of us. We're at least the equals 
of Diamond and Tanaka in every way. 
This ain’t gonna last long, you can 
count on that!” 

Page’s roadblock is the first test of 
maturity for Rice and Paul. The Top 
Guns made an impressive debut on the 
AWA tag team scene, but it only took 
one match with Bad Company to | | 
shoot them down. Given more time, | | | 
they could become champions, but Di- | | 
amond and Tanaka—and Paul—are | | OSCS#3 Name | 

: epee: | O SCS #4 | 
scheming to keep them mired in the| | Gseg4g Adress Apt. | 
low ranks of contenders. Oses#9 City 

| | 
| | 
| | 
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WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW 


(Continued from page 10) 


restore the pride of the white race.” 

DeBeers’s comments get 
worse, but my conscience won't 
allow me to print more of his. driv- 
el. Racism is a cancer on the 
body of humankind. DeBeers’ 
body is wracked by that cancer. 


He may be healthy physically, but 
spiritually he’s a mess. Thumbs 
up to the AWA and ESPN for not 
allowing him to air his views on 
television. 

“After a while, we began to re- 
alize how potentially damaging 


The Rock ’n’ Roll Express and Scott Steiner comfort ‘Slaughter after the DeBeers ambush. 
Although he hungers for the AWA World title, Sarge’s prime target is DeBeers. 


DeBeers’ comments could be,” 
said AWA President Stanley 
Blackburn. “We were very con- 
cerned about his effect on young 
people, so we enacted the ban.” 

Although DeBeers’ beliefs in- 
cense Slaughter, the Sarge does 
not want the South African 
silenced. 

“Let the people hear what he 
has to say,” Slaughter said. “Let 
them make up their own minds 
about him. They'll see what a 
lowlife he is. Then they'll be that 
much more eager for me to de- 
stroy him! I'll send him back to 
that sick country of his in a box!” 

The obsession with DeBeers’ 
destruction is not the only thing 
on Slaughter’s mind. He is anx- 
ious to prove that he is still a top- 
flight wrestler, ready to contend 
for a world title at any moment. 

“As far as I’m concerned, I’m 
still the AWA Americas champion. 
| never lost that title in the ring. 
Since my last tour of the AWA, 
I’ve fought all over the U.S.A. and 
the world. My skills have not di- 
minished one bit. Those fans who 
have seen me up close know this 
is the truth.” 

Sarge even wants a shot at his 
friend, AWA World champion Jer- 
ry Lawler. 

‘Everybody knows by now that 
Jerry is one of those champions 
who isn’t afraid to give anybody a 
shot at his title,” Slaughter ob- 
served, “and that includes me. 
Right now I’m just another chal- 
‘lenger. But my time will come 
soon, and | expect Jerry to be 
there. He’s a man of his word.” 
- “Sgt. Slaughter is one of the 
finest competitors in our sport,” 
Lawler agreed. ‘‘He’s certainly de- 
serving of a shot at my belt. But 
right now | have my hands full 
with Kerry Von Erich, and | can’t 
afford a lapse of concentration. 
However, | won’t forget about the 
Sarge, and | know for sure that 
he won't forget about me.” 

Welcome back, Sarge. You’ve 
been away too long. O 
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nents of the Foundation, whomev- 
er and wherever those opponents 
were. At SummerSlam 88, for ex- 
ample, Jimmy occupied an impor- 
tant space next to Mr. Fuji in De- 
molition’s comer. With Jimmy’s 
help, Demolition was able to suc- 
cessfully defend their WWF 
World tag team title against the 
Harts. 

Having a mastermind in your 
comer can be quite an advantage, 
and that’s exactly the advantage 
on which the Rougeaus seek to 
capitalize—all the way to the WWF 
World tag team title. After all, Jim- 
my Hart has of late been the most 
successful manager in the WWF. 
In the first half of 1987, Hart man- 
aged Honky Tonk to the Intercon- 
tinental title (it would come to be 
the longest I-C reign ever), and 
the Foundation to a nine-month 
WWF World tag team title stint. If 
it’s te that you can’t argue with 
success, don’t bother picking a 
fight with Jimmy Hart. 


HART & ROUGEAUS 


(Continued from page 33) 


But now the mastermind behind 
the Foundation’s success is look- 
ing to mastermind their destruc- 
tion. Jimmy wants the Rougeaus to 
do his dirty work, and the 
Rougeaus are willing to do the job 
(and would like to be rewarded 
by seeing Hart guide them to the 
World belts), Hart is ready—in- 
deed, he’s anxious—to give them 
the needed tools of success by 
telling them all The Hart Founda- 
tion’s secrets. 

Jimmy, having managed the 
Foundation for more than two 
years, knows their strengths and 
weaknesses intimately. As their 
manager, Hart’s job was to capital- 
ize on their strengths and guide 
them to victory; as their foe, he 
will be capitalizing on the Founda- 
tion’s weaknesses in order to lead 
the Rougeaus to victory. 

A swift and impressive victory 
over the Foundation would cata- 
pult the Rougeaus into title conten- 
tion. With Hart’s help, the 


Rougeaus could ride the momen- 
tum of such a victory all the way to 
the World belts. 

The Rougeaus are counting on 
it. 

What weaknesses will Hart tell 
the Rougeaus to capitalize on? 
Certainly, he’ll have Jacques and 
Raymond concentrate on re-injur- 
ing Neidhart’s already-fragile back. 
The injury, sustained early in his 
career and aggravated by a Rick 
Martel Boston crab, still bothers 
“The Anvil.” 

The Wrestler has learned that 
Hart has already begun teaching 
his new team the precise moves 
that could aggravate Neidhart’s in- 
jury and leave him crippled—per- 
haps permanently. One of those 
moves is the waistlock suplex. 
Painful even against a healthy man, 
the waistlock suplex puts pressure 
directly on the back’s spinalis 
dorsi muscle, said to be the exact 
muscle that troubles Neidhart. 

And what of Bret Hart? The 


Jacques catches Bret in a camel clutch (above left) and Raymond elbows him in the back (above right). 
Jimmy Hart will be looking to capitalize on some of the Harts’ weaknesses. 
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high-flying star's ego has won him 
no small measure of popularity, 
but there must be intellectual soft 
spots of which Jimmy Hart is keen- 
ly aware. Every man’s ego has its 
weak points, and Hart undoubted- 
ly knows them all of Bret’s. 

The prognosis for the 
Rougeaus—and for Jimmy Hart—is 
looking better all the time. It’s a 
contest right now: Can the Foun- 
dation develop a new catalog of 
moves and maneuvers, strengthen 
their weak spots, and shore up 
their defenses before Hart has the 
chance to teach the Rougeaus 
how to capitalize on them all? If 
they can’t, they’ll be in trouble. 


Raymond flips out of Neidhart’s wristlock. 
Such moves help the Rougeaus greatly. 


And the Rougeaus will begin a 
victory drive that could see Jimmy 
Hart managing the World champs 
once again. 

And at his next physical exam, 
Hart might stun his doctor into be- 
lieving that the patient actually 
took his advice and spent a month 
in the tropics. 

“T’ve never seen such a turm- 
around,” the doctor might say. 
“You must have found some way 
to eliminate your job-related stress. 
All my tests show that you’re back 
to your old, healthy self. What's 
your secret?” 

After thinking it over, the wiley 
manager might reply, “Secret? 
That's funny, I don’t keep any.” 0 
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ence, doubleteaming, or the use 
of foreign objects. 

But that’s simply not the way the 
Midnights do things. 

“Remember how they robbed 
the U.S. belts from us at the July 
10 Great American] Bash?” Tommy 
Rogers of The Fantastics asked 
rhetorically. “Well, that’s the way 
those guys always operate. We 
had Cornette locked up in a cage 
above the ring, and Eaton still 
found a way to use that chain on 
Bobby [Fulton]. I’ve seen no rea- 
son to believe that they’re about to 
change. They won the US. belts 
by cheating, and they never really 
won the World title.” 

Rogers and Fulton, like most tag 
teams in the NWA, plan to give 
the Midnights plenty of 
opportunities to prove themselves. 
The Fantastics, The Sheepherders, 
The Road Wanjors, and Sting and 
Steve Williams have all issued 
challenges to the Midnights. Ac- 
cording to NWA President Jim 
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MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


(Continued from page 35) 


Crockett, there’s no reason why 
they won't be granted title shots. 

“The way we see it, The Mid- 
night Express are fair game for 
any team in the NWA, not just fan 
favorites and not just milebreak- 


ers,” Crockett said. “They broke 
tradition by demanding a match 
against the former champions, so 
now we have a new tradition. We 
invite any team to request a title 
shot against the new champions.” 


F ies 


Stan Lane and Fulton engage in a test of strength (above). Jim Cornette smashes Anderson 
with his tennis racket (below). Tommy Rogers batters Lane (opposite page). 


. 


Can Eaton and Lane withstand 
an all-out brawl with sadistic 
Sheepherders one night, followed 
by a grueling battle against a high- 
flying, scientific duo such as The 
Fantastics the next? 

“You'd better believe it,” Lane 
brags. “There's no doubt about it,” 
Eaton agreed. “I wish them luck,” 
said Anderson, “they’re gonna 
need it.” 

Lane, in particular, has the big- 
gest stake in the Midnights’ World 
title reign. When Condrey left the 
team in 1987, Lane bragged that 
he would make the Midnights a 
better team. One month later, Lane 
and Eaton won the U.S. tag belts 
by defeating Barry Windham and 
Ronnie Garvin in a tournament fi- 
nal. They held the belts for all but 
two months after that before being 
forced to give up the title as a 
result of the World title victory. 

“To me, this is what it’s all 
about,” Lane said. “The World 
championship is the highest honor 
a tag team can attain, and now 
we've got it. If you think we’ve still 
got something to prove, so be it. I 
think I’ve already shown that I’m 
better than my replacement. If 
there are any doubts left, there 
won't be six months from now.” 
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INTRODUCING 


(Continued from page 20) 


He calls the workouts the toughest experiences of his life. 


daddy took his share of lumps comin’ 
up don’t mean Dustin’s gotta suffer 
like I did. This time, we’re doin’ it 
smart.” 

In that light, Dusty has devoted 
most of his free time during the past 
two years to training Dustin near their 
home in Austin, Texas. Together, fa- 
ther and son engaged in strenuous dai- 
ly workouts, with Dusty teaching his 
son the same maneuvers that have 
brought dozens of titles over the years. 
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“ve been all-state in football and 
competed in other sports, but I’ve nev- 
er gone through anything so tough in 
my whole life,”’ recalled Dustin. ‘‘My 
daddy really put me through my paces, 
but I’m a better wrestler because of it. 
He encouraged me not to take on 
more than I could handle right away.” 

As the son of one of the most popu- 
lar wrestlers in history, Dustin could 
have rushed into the national spotlight. 
Rather than make that mistake, Dustin 


has decided to begin his career in 
Florida. 

“T could have gone straight into the 
NWA if I wanted to,’ said Dustin. 
“But I really wanted start out in Flori- 
da. My father had some of the best 
years of his career here, so I figured it 
might be a good luck charm.” 

So far, it has. Dustin’s first match 
was on September 13 at the Florida 
State Fairground in Tampa against 
rugged veteran ‘‘Bad’’ Bob Cook. 
With the fans rallying in support, it 
took only 12 minutes for Rhodes to 
score his first professional win, rolling 
Cook into a small package to score the 
victory. 

“Tt wasn’t so much that he won, but 


* it was how he won,” marveled Brock, 


who made a special road trip to Flori- 
da to view Dustin’s debut. ‘‘He’s got 
the same quick hand speed as his fa- 
ther, and his version of the bionic el- 
bow is every bit as effective as his 
dad’s, too. Plus, he’s quicker overall 
than his father ever was. It was a re- 
markable thing to watch.” 

Since that time, Dustin has been un- 
defeated in singles competition. He 
also competed in a 15-man battle royal 
September 18 in Lakeland, but was the 
ninth man to be tossed over the top 
rope. 

“Tn a way, I’m glad I didn’t win,” 
admitted Dustin. “If I’m going to be a 
success in wrestling, it’s going to be on 
my own merit. Anything else would be 
cheating myself and the fans.” 

Dustin expressed a desire to continue 
wrestling in Florida, the same area 
where his father excelled for many 
years. When questioned about his 
goals for the future, Dustin broke into 
a huge grin. 

“Td like be in a tag team with my 
father,” said Dustin. “I know a lot of 
guys want to win titles or make a lot 
of money, but my eventual goal is a 
little different. I just want to be able to 
stand with my hand raised in victory, 
with my favorite wrestler by my side. 
That would be my special way of 
thanking my dad for helping get me 
started.” Oo 


ques BACK ISSUES OF 


September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
vin, Ladd, Rhodes, 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 


October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling Il, 
Super D. 
January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thomton, Keirn. 
June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper. 
September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patéta, Steele, Andre. 
March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 
pee 198: lier, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
les, Super D, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling Il. 
June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 
July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 
A 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentina, | Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 
November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 
December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Fiair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 
March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

1 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 

odes, Hogan, Samoans. 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 
June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 
duly 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
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November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund, 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sa' , Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 
March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Fiair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro. 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions lI. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors 


| HULK HOGAN 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


BOLDFACE.] 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
abl tr Rhodes, Savage. Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
Decem Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- § Jan 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. Tear WWF Top 50, ag 
January 1 tana, Abdul- § February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 


986/Savage-San 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 
aang 1986/Junkyard , Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook 
March 1986/Starrcade 85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 


Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel, 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston, 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A, career, Arcidi, Hogan. 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Am, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Fiair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win ~ 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

regia! 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 


(Pr 
FOR PRESIDENT! > 


April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Satshine-Hyatt Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 
June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il, 
July 1986/Omdorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 


August 1986/Crockett Cup Toumy, greatest Garden matches. 

Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Erichs, Wrestling II. Sting, Tavior, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- | November 1988/R&R , Honky 


Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF toumy. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&A Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 


Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash. 
December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers . 
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Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks 
Ellner’s comments ridiculous. 

“It's not Hogan’s job to be at 
ringside for every one of Savage’s 
matches,” Saks explains. “True, 
they have been together a lot, but 
Hogan isn’t responsible for every- 
thing Savage does. Savage would 
be the last person to admit he’s 
dependent on Hogan for protection. 

“I find it doubtful, after all he’s 
been” through against Andre, that 
Hogan wouldn't jump at the oppor- 
tunity to punish the Giant,” Saks 
said. “I’m sure there’s a reasonable 
explanation.” 

If there is, neither Hogan nor 
Savage is forthcoming with it. A 
spokesman for Hogan issued a terse 
“no comment.” Savage would not 
return repeated phone calls from 
Inside Wrestling. The most interest- 
ing comment came from a most 
unlikely source. 

“A tag team is like being mar- 
ried: the commitment is all-consum- 
ing,” says Rick Morton, of the re- 
cently dissolved-then-reunited Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express. “If my partner 


finds 


ANDRE VS. SAVAGE 


(Continued from page 37) 


bleeds, then I bleed. I attend almost 
every one of Bobby’s [Robert Gib- 
son's] singles matches. If there was 
ever a problem, I made sure I was 


there to lend a hand—or whatever 
was needed.” 

Though the Megapowers aren’t a 
tag team in the strictest sense, they 


by kneeing a tied-up Andre in the chest (below). The Giant falsely claims to be the new 


WWF World heavyweight champion (opposite page). 


have spent considerable time to- 
gether in the ring. Still, Savage and 


Hogan are individual superstars 
with egos that reflect _ their 
popularity. 


“Hogan isn’t used to not having 
top billing,” Ellner says. “It freaks 
him out that the world can go on 
without him. He will do everything 
in his power—and let’s face it, even 
without the title his power remains 
considerable—to bring Savage 
down. Before very long, those two 
will be engaged in a feud.so violent 
it will make their battles of °86 
seem like a sorority pillow fight!” 

“I've seen lots of situations where 
men team for convenience or to 
accomplish short-term goals,” Mor- 
ton said. “These alliances never 
seem to work out. There's too 
much ego in this sport for men of 
incompatible temperaments to 
succeed.” 

Megapowers... or Megatrouble? L) 
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Now there’s an easy way to protect, 
organize, and store your collection of 
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These custom-made cases and bind- 
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tling Illustrated by Jesse Jones Indus- 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


to a draw ... Dusty Rhodes, Lex 
Luger, Paul Ellering, & The Road 
Warriors defeated The Four 
Horsemen & J.J. Dillon. 


Guin, AL (Correspondent— 
Patsy Brown): The main event at 
the Guin High School football field 
was a battle royal for $25,000, 
with the money placed at the top 
of a steel pole. The participants 
were Rick Hazzard, Private Mark 
Pyle, D.|. Bob Carter, “Dirty White 
Boy” Tony Anthony, Tom Prich- 
ard, Willie B. Hert, “Nightmare” 
Dan Davis, Alan Martin, and Lord 
Humongous. 

Hazzard was the first man elim- 

inated. Private Pyle almost had 
the money, but he was grabbed 
from behind and slammed to the 
canvas by Lord Humongous. 

In the end, there was a two-on- 
one situation, with Martin and 
Pyle squaring off against 
Humongous. Undaunted, 
Humongous clotheslined Martin 
over the top rope, tossed Pyle out 
of the ring, and quickly climbed 
the pole to claim the $25,000 
prize. 

In other bouts: Rick Hazzard 
defeated Alan Martin The 
Dirty White Boy and Tom Prichard 
battled to a time-limit draw . . . Ed- 
die Gilbert & “Nightmare” Freddy 
defeated Hazzard & Dan Davis 


... Willie B. Hert beat D.l. Bob | 


Carter. 


Nashville, 
dent—Tracy Byers): The main 
event pitting AWA World champi- 
on Jerry Lawler against World 
Class titlist Kerry Von Erich quick- 
ly degenerated into a brawl. After 
both men knocked referee Jerry 
Calhoun out of the ring, a second 
ref, Frank Morrell, ran in to offici- 
ate. Calhoun recovered and ruled 
the bout a double-DQ, but Lawler 
and Von Erich both wanted the 
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TN (Correspon- — 


(Continued from page 16) 


lat 


Kerry Von Erich makes a grab for the ropes in order to break Jerry Lawler’s leglock. Their 


One look at his size and it’s easy to see 
why Lord Humongous can easily win a bat- 
tle royal. A victory in Alabama netted him 
$25,000, which he climbed a pole to get. 


title vs. title matches have been hard-fought classics. 


match to continue; it was allowed 
to. 

Soon, referee Morrell, who had 
taken charge of the bout again, 
was knocked out. When Von 
Erich piledrived Lawler, Morrell re- 
covered and counted the pin on 
Lawler. Von Erich thought he had 
won both titles until a third referee 
came in and told Morrell about 
the piledriver. Morrell disqualified 
Von Erich. 

Citing the World Class disquali- 
fication rule—which stipulates that 
a title can change hands on a 
DQ—Lawler claimed he should 
be the World Class champ. But 
Kerry shot back with the comment 
that there’s no “sissy rule’ ban- 
ning the piledriver in World Class. 
Both men left the ring with their 
belts, leaving the _ situation 
unresolved. 

In other bouts: Ronnie Garvin 
beat Greg Gagne ... Michael 
Hayes & Steve Cox beat The Sa- 
moan Swat Team by DQ ... Bill 
Dundee, Jeff Jarrett, & Jimmy 
Valiant beat Robert Fuller, Jimmy 
Golden, & Tommy Rich . 
Wendi Richter beat Madusa Miceli 
by DQ ... Sgt. Slaughter beat 
Soldat Ustinov. O 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 18) 


I’ve beaten them all. Besides, Chi- 
cago’s a great town, and the fans 
have treated me nice.” 
kk 

Q: “My question is for CWA champ 
Phil Hickerson: Phil, in a day and 
age when wrestlers are all trying to 
improve their physiques, you seem 
to be consciously trying to get fat. 
What are you doing?’’—Jerry 
Ronan, Memphis, TN 

A: “Well, Jerry,’’ Hickerson replied, 
“J am one wrestler who is not go- 
ing to be a slave to his body. I like 
to eat and I’m very good at it. 


As one can see from the size of his stom- 
ach, Phil Hickerson would sometimes rather 
eat than wrestle. 


Now, when I was younger, my 
mama always told me, ‘Son, find 
out what you’re good at in life and 
do it.’ Well, mama was a great 
cook, and soon I found out that I 
had a genuine aptitude for eating. 
She used to make a sweet potato 
pie the likes of which you positive- 
ly could not believe. Oooohweeee! 
So, as she got better at making 
them, I got better at eating them. 
It’s a nice little arrangement, you 
know. Let those muscleheads sweat 
it out in gyms and weightlifting 
rooms, I’ll just belly up to mama’s 


table. Yessir.’’ 
kK 


: “I would like to ask Kerry Yon 


Erich how he is able to team up 
with Jerry Lawler after competing 
against him so violently.””—Arthur 
Anderson, Louisville, KY 


: Von Erich answered: “Wow, good 


question. You know, my matches 
against Lawler may have become 
brutal, but that’s not how we in- 
tended it. We're still sportsmen, 
and we're still wrestling fair and 
square, belt against belt. When 
guys like Tommy Rich and Buddy 
Landell come after you, you have 
to find the toughest man you can 
to team up with, even if he turns 
out to be your most hated adver- 
sary. That’s what happened with 
me and Lawler. I needed someone 
I knew was a great wrestler. That’s 
half the battle when you’re picking 
a partner. I mean, just because you 
like someone doesn’t mean he'll 
work out. The other thing you’re 
looking for in a partner is someone 
you can depend on. Sure, I’ve 


wrestled Lawler in some of the |. 


most vicious matches of my career, 
but the man is a sportsman first 
and an opponent second. He’s 
there when I need him, and I’m 
there if he ever needs a tag partner. 
It sounds screwy, but it only 
proves that our belt-against-belt 
matches are just good wrestling, 
not bad blood.” O 
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TOP10 

RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
mpion 

RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 

NWA World champion 

JERRY LAWLER 


234, Memphis, TN 
AWA World champion 


: NWA title 


KERRY VONERICH - 
260, Denton, TX 
World Class champion 


TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 
No. 2 contender: WWF title 


STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
No. 3 contender: NWA 


BARRY WINDHAM 


HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
No. 3 contender: WWF 


280, Queens, N 


Barry Windham WWF I ercumtinaatel champion 


1 THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


TAG TEAMS 


THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 
NWA World tag team champions 


DEMOLITION 

Combined weight: 585 pounds 

WWF World tag team champions 

THE ROAD WARRIORS 

Combined weight: 567 pounds 

No. 1 cont: : NWA tag team title 
PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 


Combined weight: 456 pounds 
AWA World tag team champions 


THE FANTASTICS 
ae fee Laat 462 ela oe tite 


WARLORD & BARBARIAN 
See ee wei it: 655 ree 
tag team title 


THE HART FOUNDATION 


ead pele weight: 515 pores 
No. 1 cont : WWF tag team title 


Serna & RAYMOND ROUGEAU 


Combined weight: 490 pounds 
crtiealen: tag team title 


THE: BRITISH BULLDOGS 
Combined weight: 461 pounds 
No.3 tardoners: tag team title 
1 THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 

Combined weight: 510 pounds 

World Class and Texas tag team champions 


NWA WWF AWA 

World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR RANDY SAVAGE JERRY LAWLER 
243, Minneapolis, MN 245, Sarasota, FL 234, Memphis, TN 


WORLD CLASS 


World Class Champion: 
KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


1—BARRY WINDHAM 1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 1—RONNIE GARVIN 1—ICEMAN PARSONS 

263, Sweetwater, TX 280, Queens, NY 231, Montreal, Quebec 245, St. Louis, MO 
2—LEX LUGER 2—ANDRE THE GIANT 2—KERRY VON ERICH 2—JERRY LAWLER 

268, Chicago, IL 497, Grenoble, France 260, Denton, TX 234, Memphis, TN 
3—STING 3—TED DiBIASE 3—GREG GAGNE 3—KAMALA 

260, Venice Beach, CA 247, Omaha, NB 220, Robbinsdale, MN 360, Uganda 
4—DUSTY RHODES 4—HULK HOGAN 4—WAHOO McDANIEL 4—ERIC EMBRY 

302, Austin, TX 302, Venice Beach, CA 280, Midland, TX 225, Lexington, KY 
5—STEVE WILLIAMS 5—THE HONKY TONK MAN 5—MANNY FERNANDEZ 5—STEVEN CASEY 

265, Norman, OK 255, Memphis, TN 245, El Paso, TX 230, San Antonio, TX 
6—AL PEREZ 6—BAD NEWS BROWN 6—SOLDAT USTINOV 6—BUDDY ROBERTS 

238, Tampa, FL 280, New York, NY 265, Moscow, Russia 247, Del City, OK 
7—NIKITA KOLOFF 7—KING HAKU 7—COL. DeBEERS 7—MICHAEL HAYES 

275, Moscow, Russia 274, Tonga 248, Cape Town, South Africa 255, Marietia, GA 
8—MIKE ROTUNDO 8—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 8—MANDO GUERRERO 8—TERRY GORDY 

245, Syracuse, NY 273, San Francisco, CA 225, Mexico City, Mexico 289, Chattanooga, TN 
9—RICK STEINER 9—JAKE ROBERTS 9—TEUHO KHAN 9—THE BEAST 

248, Detroit, MI 246, Stone Mountain, GA 265, Singapore 335, Uganda 

10—KEVIN SULLIVAN 10—RICK RUDE 10—SGT. SLAUGHTER 10—STEVE COX 
252, Boston, MA 246, Robbinsdale, MN 310, Parris Island, SC 240, Portsmouth, VA 


64 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the Past month, quality of opposition, and inherent siall of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes 

to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category: 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. 


OST POPULAR 


HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Sorggl CA 
Last month: No. 1 Most Popular 


RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 

Last month: No. 2 Most Popular 
STING 


260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last month: No. 4 Most Popular 


LEX LUGER 
268, Chica 
Last m oN. 3 Most Popular 


HACKSAW DUGGAN 

280, Glens Spd pte 

Last month: N Most Popular 
DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
Last month: No. 5 Most Popular 


Te ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


280, Serta 
sosrtnt NG 7 Most Popular 


TERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis; TN 

Last month: No. 8 Most Popular 
JAKE ROBERTS 


246, Stone Mountain, GA 
Last month: No. 9 Most Popular 


KERRY VON ERICH 


" nton 
Lact month: 


No. 10 Most Popular 


MOST HATED 


ANDRE THE GIANT 


497, Grenoble, France 
Last month: No. 1 Most Hated 


RIC FLAIR 

243, Renesas, MN 

Last month: No. 2 Most Hated 
TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 

Last month: No. 3 Most Hated 


BARRY WINDHAM 
263, Sweetwater, TX 
Last month: No. 4 Most Hated 


RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last month: No. 5 Most Hated 


THE HONKY TONK MAN 


255, MECH, 7 
Last month: No. 


TOMMY RICH 
248, Hendersonville, TN 
Last month: unrated 


KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 
Last month: No. 9 Most Hated 
RON BASS 


285, Pampa, TX 
Last month: unrated 


y Most Hated 


1 RONNIE GARVIN 


231, Montreal, Quebec 
Last month: unrated 


STAMPEDE 
North American Champion: 
MAKHAN SINGH 
380, Saginaw, MI 
1—JOHNNY SMITH 
235, Manchester, England 
2—STEVE DiSALVO 
298, Boston, MA 
3—BRUCE HART 
211, Calgary, Alberta 
4—CHRIS BENOIT 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 
5—LANCE IDOL 
225, Hollywood, CA 
6—STEVE BLACKMAN 
250, Pittsburgh, PA . 
7—VULKAN SINGH 
300, Billings, MT 
8—GAMA SINGH 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 
9—JERRY MORROW 
235, Martinique 


10—BEEF WELLINGTON 
225, Lloydmaster, Alberta 


CWA 


CWA Champion: 
PHIL HICKERSON 
257, Jackson, TN 


1—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
225, Winter Haven, FL 


2—SCOTT STEINER 
235, Detroit, MI 


3—ROBERT FULLER 

238, Dyresburg, TN 
4—TOMMY RICH 

248, Hendersonville, TN 
5—JEFF JARRETT 

200, Hendersonville, TN 
6—JIMMY VALIANT 

251, New York, NY 
7—GARY YOUNG 

240, Houston, TX 
8—JIMMY GOLDEN 

235, Montgomery, AL 
9—BUDDY LANDELL 

236, Los Angeles, CA 


10—BILL DUNDEE 
214, Melbourne, AUS 


For period ended September 1, 1988 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
50 on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 100 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 


cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
1—RIC FLAIR OSCRREAUGOSERSSSUSCONROUNS RU SESE DEEST SS eRE EEE 96 points 
2—RANDY SAVAGE wo.cccsssssssecssssnens suenneeeee83 POiNtS 


S—LEX LUGER csesceinssssssicscasansse 
B—STING ccscsercstseesestssonees 
5—TED DIBIASE/JJERRY LAWLER ....csssesseee 


TAG TEAMS 


saverreesssereeees99 POINTS 
46 points 
.42 points 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON ...83 points 


2—THE ROAD WARRIORS........ccssstsueseeeSd points 
3—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS.......0s:sssssesse 70 points 
4—DEMOLITION......cccsevsssessessvrestonsenecassensesens 60 points 


5—THE FANTASTICS .esssccsssessessessssesesasseeeeee4 points 


CONTINENTAL 
Continental Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 


Ta be filled in elimination tourney 


1—AUSTIN IDOL 

240, Las Vegas, NV 
2—WILLIE B. HERT 

238, El Paso, TX 
3—LORD HUMONGOUS 

325, parts unknown 
4—KEN WAYNE 

208, Memphis, TN 
5—TOM PRICHARD 

220, Houston, TX 
6—JERRY STUBBS 

242, Pensacola, FL 
7—DAN DAVIS 

238, Nashville, TN 
8—TONY ANTHONY 

235,.Bucksnorth, TN 
9—THE BULLET 

234, parts unknown 


10—TERRY GORDY 
289, Chattanooga, TN 


FLORIDA 


FCW Champion: 
DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 
1—JOHNNY ACE 
250, San Bernadino, CA 
2—THE TERMINATOR 
260, parts unknown 
3—SCOTTY THE BODY 
235, Palm Beach, FL 
4—MIKE GRAHAM 
221, Tampa, FL 
5—STEVE KEIRN 
238, Tampa, FL 
6—MARK STARR 
232, Tampa, FL 
7—THE BLADE 
231, Tampa, FL 
8—THE ROCK 
248, Tampa, FL 
9—JIM BACKLUND 
221, Plant City, FL 


10—DUSTIN RHODES 
240, Austin, TX 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 135 wrestlers in 12 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
c respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


A new number one! Because of their September 10 victory 
over Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson for the NWA World 
tag team title, The Midnight Express has taken over the top 
spot in our tag team ratings. At press time, the Midnights 
also held the U.S. tag belts, but they'll be forced to give up 
that title because of NWA guidelines prohibiting a team from 
holding both belts at the same time. Tully and Arn signed a 
contract with the WWF shortly after losing the belts and 
were not scheduled to wrestle again until after the end of 
the ratings period; thus, they were dropped from the ratings 

WWF World tag team champions 
Demolition remain at number two 
because the ratings committee felt 
they have not shown the dominance 
and all-around ability necessary to 
be number one. They win most of 
their matches because of manager 
Mr, Fuji’s outside interference and 
other illegal methods. 


Ric Flair Ratings analysis! A great name for 
a column, and a great idea for a column with such a name! 
This month, we'll take a closer look at the NWA, WWF, and 
AWA singles ratings. 

First, the NWA. Ric Flair is still the World champion. U.S. 
champion Barry Windham is automatically the top contender. 
Lex Luger has been getting most of the matches against Flair 
recently and remains in the number-two spot, followed by 
Sting, Barry Windham’s number-one challenger. Dusty Rhodes 
hasbeen taking care of Kevin, Sullivan in a series of dog 
collar chain matches and remains at number four. Dusty 
however, has not wrestled for the World title in quite some 
time. Steve Williams has been wrestling mostly in tag teams, 
but continues to be an outstanding singles wrestler. 

Al Perez notches in at number six; the former World Class 
champ has been unable to win a title since coming to the 
NWA and doesn’t seem much closer right now. Nikita Koloff 
is number seven, but figures to drop over the coming 
months because of his reunion with Ivan Koloff; look for a 
Nikita-lvan tag team in the near future, and look for the 
former U.S. champ to move further away from regaining the 
title. TV champion Mike Rotundo drops a notch to number 
nine, behind Varsity Club teammate Rick Steiner. The outside 
interference of Club manager Kevin Sullivan—number 10 this 
month—has cost Rotundo, an outstanding scientific wrestler, 
much respect. 

In the WWF, Randy Savage is well into his seventh month 
as World champion. The Ultimate Warrior is Intercontinental 
champ and the automatic number-one contender. But we 
have a new number two in Andre the Giant, a former—albeit 
brief!—World champ; Andre's already wrestled Savage sever- 


al times, with more matches to follow. He displaces Ted 
DiBiase, who was unable to win the title from Savage and 
will now get fewer title shots; he’s down to number three. 
Hulk Hogan is back, but don’t look for him to get any shots 
at his friend and tag team partner Savage. Then there’s The 
Honky Tonk Man at number five, hanging on only because of 
his status as former |-C champ and number-one challenger 
to the Warrior. 

Bad News Brown, at number six, has been nearly unbeat- 
able since coming to the WWF; he’s also wrestled—unsuc- 
cessfully—for the World title several times. King Haku, num- 
ber seven, has been granted a series of matches against 
Savage, thanks to manager Bobby Heenan. Brutus Beefcake, 
former top contender to the I-C title, is at number eight and 
dropping. Jake Roberts is involved in a meaningless feud with 
Rick Rude; they're ranked at nine and 10, respectively. 

AWA World champ Jerry Lawler has been staunchly chal- 
lenged for his belt by World Class champ Kerry Von Erich, 
but continues to hold on. Kerry, by the way, is rated in both 
the AWA and World Class ratings because of the title vs. title 
matches. He’s number two in the AWA. Ronnie Garvin, fresh 
off his victory over Greg Gagne for the TV title, gets the 
automatic number-one challenger’s spot; Gagne drops to 

number three. Wahoo McDaniel and 
Manny Fernandez are involved in a 
red-hot feud and are at numbers 
four and five, respectively. 
The bottom five is led off by 
Soldat Ustinov, a talented singles 
wrestler who has already taken 
Lawler to the limit. Col. DeBeers, 
who recently returned to the AWA 
- and immediately started a feud with 
Soldat Ustinov Sgt. Slaughter, is at number seven; 
the Sarge is at number 10. Mando Guerrero and Teijho Khan 
are dangerous wrestlers, but neither is likely to unseat 
Lawler; they‘re at numbers eight and nine. 


It’s The Sunshine State! Land of great citrus fruit, Walt 
Disney World, and some of the most exciting wrestling in 
the country with Florida Championship Wrestling. FCW 
takes center stage in the revolving ratings this month, boast- 
ing seven Florida natives in its top 10: FCW champion Dick 
Slater, Mike Graham, Steve Keirn, Mark Starr, The Blade, The 
Rock, and Jim Backlund, This relatively new federation also 
features Dustin Rhodes, son of “The American Dream” Dusty 
Rhodes. 


That’s all, folks! But keep those cards and letters coming. 
The address for mail is: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o The Wrestler; 
Box 48; Rockville Centre, NY; 11571. oO 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

®Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@ Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade ’83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


——-—---- 55 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


| 
oe LORDS OF THE RING | 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
0 VHS 


Please check which format you want: 


Please rush me ________ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 


| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
Name | 
Address | 
City State _ Zip ___ | 


ee tated ee a os ee 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash”—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash”: 

© Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
©The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
®Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

® Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

®Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

®Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

®Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


rake check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS | 
| BOx 48 RINGMASTERS | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! r 
! Please check which format you want: 0 VHS OBeta | 
| Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American | 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & | 
| handling) for each tape | am ordering. | 
| Name | 
| Address | 
| city State _ Zp sj 
Se SS eee 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


(Gee ee eet ky 


ul 


= 
DESCRIPTION 
| 5602 | "New"Hulk Hogan .d Edition) 


5607 | Honky Tonk Man 
Bam Bam Bigelow 
[Teapbiase 


Psaet [Kamala] [5023 | Hacksaw sim Duggan | 
[—[sa7e-[aanan Adonis | [3600 


PICS tee ae 


for] #_| 
[| s529"[Orina uk Hogan (ited qvantis)_| 
[5595 | 


| 5449 | Harley Race |_| 5421 | "New" Tito Santana (not pictured) 


[ [e806 [vince Mewanon | _|619 | ity JackHaynes 
[5462 [Koro B Ware | [5526 | TheRetewe = 
a 
[5477 [ake the Snake Robers ‘| 


| 
[5601 [Ken Patera 


TW1 


me?) a 
ACTION FIGURES, checked at left 
5641 | STRIKE FORCE TAGTEAM _ : 
5517 | HART FOUNDATION TAGTEAM 


THE BRITISH BULLDOGS TAGTEAM ] 


420 | WWF WRESTLING Ri 
WWF STEEL CAGE ACCESSORY 
__| SHI UTFITS & NOVELTIES CATALOG _____ 
PLEASE INCLUDE POSTAGE AND HANDLING USING THIS CHART 
: $3: Outside Continental U.S. 
Include appropriate S/H 
plus $7.50 


O MasterCard (16 digits) 
0 Money Order 0 VISA (13 or 16 digits) 


YOUR CARD NUMBER 


(Have you filled out your credit card no. completely?) 
SIGNATURE 


ah hy 


Please allow 2 weeks delivery 
depending on stock availability. 


Allm 


chandise 


shipped UPS 


